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October 23 
O'Hara, Mary GREEN GRASS OF WYOMING Lippincott 
* Best sellers and high rating pictures have brought y friend, Flicka Be 


jhunderhead before a very wide audience. That market is a dependable bet for the third 
of the series, third and probably the last (though we hope Miss O'Hara will go on writing 
horse stories and stories of Wyoming for a long, long time). In this tale, young Ken, 
boy hero of all three books, wins his heart's desire, and at the end after many heart- 
aches and adventures en route, he has his beloved Thunderhead back on the ranch, a 
champion, accepted by Rob McLaughlin as fit successor of the ageing Banner, as stud for 
the stables. Thunderhead has had two years of freedom, freedom on the range, freedom 

to steal mares from surrounding ranches- and distant ones as well-, freedom to win his 
mead of fame and infamy. Ken has broken his heart, known fear, met failure- but at the 
end he wins Thunderhead back. Meantime, he has found another love in Carey, girl owner 
of the English thorobred filly, whose dramatic loss and subsequent capture by Thunder- 
head for his band brought about the organized search which comprises a large part of 
the story. There is in the story adventure of the search, of the wilds, of failure and 
success. There's the round of life in the new west, of ranches and animals. And against 
it all is the family story of the McLaughlins, the sense of self-searching, as two boys 
grow to young manhood, and Nell finds in spiritual strength, the security she needed. 

A book that conservatives will like and that will interest all ages. 


A Reasonable Number of Good .-sets 


Big names for sales - but not necessarily big books (see reports in pages following). 
A new Vicki Baum, YORTGAGE ON LIFE (Doubleday); a new Hazo de la Roche, kETURN TO 
JALNA (Little, Brown);  and- not wholly dependable on sales, but worth watching- JN 


ADAM'S FALL by Constance W. Vodge. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


od 


September S26 - 


_ 


DeJong, David Cornel SNOW ON THE MOUNTAIN Reynal & a 
/ $2.50 

18 short stories which range from adaptation and reversion of adolescence to 
that of senescence, and which depend for effect on a feeling of cumulative portents. 
Successful in evoking a sense of memories of things past, in indicating the meagre re- 
sources of the characters, these stories include five incidents involving Dutch youngsters, 
a bombing in England, a boy's half-world in Carolina, a black sheep's return from prison, 
an old man who eavesdrops on infidelity, an old woman hoodwinking the public, farm atmos- 
pnere and influence, the problems of juvenile sensitivity and escape. Mature approach 
to the techniques of short story writing, these present a unified collection of stories 
that accent the division and isolation of private worlds and their few points of contact. 
For the top drawer short story market. 
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Campbell, Frances W. MEN OF TEE ENCHANTRESS Bobbs=Merrill 
~ $2.75 

In spite of the technicalities of Mexican labor and union laws, and concen- 
trated information on silver mining and Mexican miners' lives, the story of the human, 
professional and mechanical problems of the mine, Enchantress, offers interesting read- 
ings Gord and Barlow are top men, and as Americans they are confronted by the union 
workers, under agitator Cruz, the lupios under Blas, and are forced to walk with care. 
Young intelligent Goyo's romance is almost wrecked by Cruz; the lupios almost wreck the 
mine, Gord is kidnapped and almost killed, but a kind of peace, unsatisfactory in its 
promises for the workers, is eventually effected. Substantial-authentic. 


Sadleir, Michael FORLORN SUNSET Orn pe 94 Ferrer, Straus 
“ $3.00 


A story of London of the middle 1800's - a london of contrasts even greater 
than today, of sordid horrible slums, through whose vices rich men made fortunes. A 
story of dissolute wretches, of men-and women- on the make, of naive leaders of organic 
zations of betterment taken in by their underlings who have no care for their sources 
of illegal profit, of idealists done by the very people who should trust them, of pros- 
titutes, panderers and their associates. Chiefly, it is the story of Lottie Heape, 
rescued from her captors by two youths, and the steps by which she was to become a 
notorious mistress of a man who was murdered. It is the story too of those youths,- 
Paul Gladwin, whose steps were dogged by ill luck, and Matt, whose journalistic career 
succeeded in exposing some of the very evils with which the tale deals. A crowded canvas, 
with multiplicity of plot and subplot, but the whole conveying a vigorous picture of a 
sordid and murky undercurrent of acreat city's story. Somehow, as one reads, it is the 
city itself that dominates plot and characters. Sadleir can write- but it is not pleas- 


ant reading. 
Ostesr Ss S apt Sto 


Baum, Vicki MORTGAGE ON \LIFE Doubleday 
$2.50 

An author who sells- but please note that this is a book on a less ambitious 
scale than many she has done, but will pass time passably well, and rent on her name. 
She has relinquished her multiple dwelling mechanism for what seems still fairly fabri- 
cated feminine fiction as the shooting of Marylynn,by her closest friend and manager, 
Beth Poker, provides the story of a double life. Plain, practical Beth finds a purpose, 
and a compensation in the face and voice of Marylynn, makes a success of her as a cafe 
canary, gives service, money and the man she loves, to that end. Marylynn, a housewife 
by inclination, messes up her marriage to Luke, divorces him, and ends by marrying a 
plain GI Joe and abandoning her career. «seo VoBe fans like her anyhow. 


Newby, PH. A JOURNEY TO TH@ INTERIOR QC, eC ¥ i Doubleday 
,, 2689 

A first novel, marked by successful capture of the feel of the Middle East, is 
marred by its failure to come up to the standard set by such books as South Wind or 
Passage to India, There's a moody impersonality in the view of Winter, recovering phys- 
ically from typhoid, but still blocked from normal outlook by the death of his wife in 
childbirth. He is thrown into close quarters with other Europeans, stationed at the 
desert oil field of Rasuka,- the Fords, Cators, the doctor Plunkett, Nellie Leader, all 
with varying degrees of absorption in hobbies, obsessions, etc. Then there is Rider, 
who has disappeared into the desert and provides Winter with speculation. When embroil- 
ment in l’affatre Hebechi gives him an excuse to hunt him, Winter, too, seeks the desert, 
and there finds freedom from his involuntary isolation and returns. Despite failure on 
some scores, bizarre characters that are not convincing, this proves the author can write 
vividly, distinctively, particularly about conditions and setting. | 
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October SY < yt 26 


Slaughter, Frank Ge IN A DARK GARDEN Doubleday 
; $0275 

The Lincoln's doctor's dog prescription for popularity with the Civil War, 
surgery and sex providing the right combination. Specifically, this concerns Julian 
Chisholm, southern aristocrat, who had studied under Lister in Glasgow, but leaves 
Scotland to enlist with the Confederate Army. To do so, he marries Jane Kirby, a young 
widow, in order to enable her to return to the South. Once married, Julian finds he 
loves her and can forget the seductive glamor of Lucy, always available as mistress, 
never as wife. While traveling from Glasgow to Nassau where yellow fever is rife, and 
thence to Florida, Julian learns that Jane is a Union agent, but he refuses to give his 
services to her side. She continues in the Underground; he is eventually taken prison- 
er by Union forces at Chickamauga. And- the war over- they are reunited, realizing 
that by ideology, if not by inheritance, her cause was his..o.eThe most ambitious novel 
Slaughter has done, and more saleable than any of the others. 


October 15 


Wilson, Sloan VOYAGE TO SOMEWHERE Current Books-A.A. Wyn 
$2.75 
The setting a navy supply ship - the genre, that ofA Walk:tn the Sun . the 
unglamorous, unglorious, unhistoric command of a recent civilian who wanted to play God 
to a worldly crew. He had his problems,- land-lubbers picked by initial, a supply 
route that left them mail-less for six months, a monotonous candy and beer run between 
New Guinea and Hollandia. He had a prize crew,- newly weds dreaming of wife and home, 
a pug= ugly who resented his own authority, a sensitive Negro alone on a white man's 
ship, a young untried boy, a junior officer who refused a command, a.rooky ensign who 
in the midst of a storm went mad, a cynical, close-mouthed regular whd's really a 
softie and a hero. The ship maintained a regular supply route, running into storms 
and imaginary subs, until ultimately it was sent to the Philippines in a convoy. Armed 
surreptitiously with army guns, the ship amateurishly fights off an attach and meets an 
heroic end taking survivors off a flaming, torpedoed transport. Sincere, well-written, 
but for an already flooded market. 


October 16 


de la Roche, Mazo RETURN TO JALNA Little, Brown 
$2.75 
This ties up all sorts of loose ends in the Jalna tribe of today, and brings 
them up to the war's end. Young Maurice, heir to Dermot Court, returns from Ireland 
to finish his education in Canada; Piers gets home on a prisoner exchange from Germany, 
minus a leg; Renny is invalided back with a discharge, from an accident that left him 
insecure, forgetful; and- at the close- Wakefield gets his discharge after four years 
of flying. Into this.Eden comes the snake of progress, so called. Meg sells Vaughan- 
lands to a go-getter with an idealistic picture of a model village which completely 
sends Renny berserk. Clapperton is a good sort; he befriends the girls at the Fox Farm, 
falls in love with crippled Gemmel and gives her the chance of modern. surgery. And a 
further upset - a thread running through much of the book- occurs when Renny is accused 
ef appropriating $1000 belonging to Clapperton, an accusation which is born out by his 
discovery of $20 bills in all sorts of places. Just how the mystery is solved makes a 
pretty unconvincing denouement. The one new- and good- character in the book is the 
young Adeline, a chip off the old block. Familiar scenes and otherwise familiar char- 
acters, for readers who are Jalna fans and like to spend an entertaining enough weekend 
in the Jalna household. (As for me, I like to travel.) 
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October 17 


Malet, Oriel MY BIRD SINGS Doubleday 
7 $2.50 

With fairytale fragility and charm, this is a pretty pastel of a childhood in 
France in the early 19th century, of the orphaned Marcelleaux children. Pauline,Camille 
and Cosette, Cosette who was unable to speak because of the death of her mother and the 
shock of an accident. Isolated, unwanted, uncared for by an uncle, they lead a life of 
their own in imaginative escapes until the Countess Melanie buys a nearby castle, adopts 
them, brings Cosette to speak. Pauline, proud and indifferent, even marries for wealth 
and title. Camille, unhappy away from Melanie, remains untouched by the transition to 
aristocracy, and falls in love with an English boy and marries him. A sensitivity, a 
delicacy, distinguishes this and gives it ground for a certain success d’estime in 
England. Though not for a popular audience, this should find a discriminating follow- 


ing here. 


Roberts, Edith WHO-ES—Janze-HaAGEN? VGoct biopen oos Doubleday 
$2.50 
. Small town secrecy, speculation and stigma, as a mid-western town witnesses the 
return of Grace Gateley, daughter of its most prominent family. Grace was by conjecture 
assumed to be the mother of Janie, foster daughter of a scrubwoman, and was destined to 
spend a lifetime walled off in a wing of the old house. It is Janie who suffers from the 
undisclosed mystery of her birth and is the victim of social discrimination, particularly 
when she falls in love with Kenny, who hasn't the courage to marry her. When Kenny 
marries another girl, Janie runs wild just to "show" the town, but is stopped in mid 
flight by Tom Bates, the man reputed by gossips to be her father. He disproves that by 
falling in love with her and taking her awayoe..A convincing, curiosity- catching story 
which makes pleasant reading. Edith Roberts knows her small town gossip hounds and what 
they can do. This is another evidence of it. 


Enright, Elizabeth BORROWED SUMMER and Other Stortes Rinehart 
$2.50 

Not the quality in writing of say Vew Yorker level, but in theme and tenor, 
distinctly superior to the run-of-the-mill ladies' magazines (though a few of them 
appeared in Cosmo and Good Housekeeping). These are stories of human nature, often in 
its less attractive variants, quietly portrayed. There is the city clerk's small em 
bezzlement which gives him a summer on a farm to remember;there's a palm reader's re- 
venge on the female species generally; a hurricane; a bedbound old woman; a colored 
child's first lesson in prejudice; a haunted house; and so on, modestly, capably handled. 
But one questions whether these are sufficiently distinguished or distinctive to over- 
ride the lack of general popularity of the genus short stories in book forme 


October 21 


Nin, Anais LADDERS TO FIRE Dutton 
$2.75 

What might be termed mystic erotica, this is almost an apache dance of anguish 
and abandonment, and is intended to portray Woman at war with herself. In Freudian, 
frenzied fashion, practically undulating with passion, is Stella, driven by the dualism 
of her outer semblance as a movie star and the real Stella; Lillian, who is violent and 
ageressive (she looks like a white Negress), and attacks alternately the frail femininity 
of Djuna, then Jay, “playboy of the motherbound earth"= we quote; and finally Sabinace. 
Illustrations in line might, perhaps, be termed interpretive. Engravings by Ian Hugo. 
P.L's = pass it firmly by. 











August 15, 1946 Fiction ~397- 


a“ 
er ail ar 
Heatter, Basil THE DIM VIEW Farrar, Straus 
« / $2.50 
Here is a book that will have to take the hurdle of being a war book, and one 
that is wholly unglamorized war at that. Jim has been invalided to Brisbane =< he had 
been seriously enough wounded to have a choice of the States or back into action. And 
he knew he couldn't live with the fear he was a coward if he didn't go back. There was 
a girl too, Nora, who loved him enough to go away with him on leave - to join him "up 
north" while he was waiting for his PI boat to be ready for action - and not to talk 
about marriage or the future. Their idyll has something of Knight's This Above All - 
it is very real. And yet it takes its place in the mess that is war. Recurrently, 
sometimes with the help of an Austrian refugee doctor who knows what fear is, Jim re- 
lives successive episodes of the action he had seen. And when the final test comes, 
though he is still afraid, he's lost his fear of fear. It's a "dim view" of life and 
the chances of survival and war - but it is well done. Tough - a man's book = the pub- 
lic libraries wont like it. But Basil Heatter is a writer to watch. 


Stern, David FRANCIS o>! = | Farrar, Straus 
, v $2.50 
With the dull thud of anticlimax in Rhubarb by H. Allen Smith, a wary public 
will look askance at this yarn of a mule that talks and flies. Actually, francis 
has more genuine humor and a pleasant quality of folklore in the making. for Francis, 
the mule, is a commonsense, if unorthodox, hater of red tape and sham, and a creator of' 
heroese When a young 2nd Lieutenant is saved by Francis in Burma, and later boasts of 
the mule's abilities, he starts a long career in psychoneurotic wards; after each en- 
suing exploit under guidance of his friend Francis, there's another "pn" round. With 
Francis' help, he captures a Jap listening post, a spy, repels an air attach, smashes 
a Jap tank=- and spreads consternation among his superiors. Francis tells off a psych- 
iatrist, goes on a couple of splendid drunks, and when finally accepted by the Command- 
ing General as authentic, turns into a plain-talking hero himself...Mule feathers - but 
not without a crackerbarrel kind of fun. (And after all, there's “Harvey"}) 
Colver, Alice Ross . THREE LOVES ARE MINE '!/ 7 Macrae-Smith 
$2.00 
A sweet young thing with three loves to choose from, Alec, her suave, smooth- 
talking naval officer fiance, Don, a hard-bitten, cynical city dweller, and John, Alec's 
brother, a firmly rooted gentleman farmer. Anne awaits Alec at his family estate, oper- 
ated by John, and grows into the family of antagonistic mothers-in-law and John's cool 
career wife. Alec returns from the Pacific to find a future settled for him, tries to 
retreat honorably, but Anne discovers that he has left a wife in California. Don tries 
to win her on the rebound, but she and John affirm their love for each other, but decide 
to do nothing about it because of John's wife. Then the wife is killed in an accident 
with Don, and the coast is clear for the course of true love. Love for rent. 
Dodge, Constance We IN ADAM'S FALL ‘°)'1 enone 
| 2075 
A story of the Bay Colony, in the late 17th century, with the focus on the 
witchhunting by a band of afflicted young girls, a story which emphasizes the cruel 
piety of the times and the sanctimonious spite against which only a few rebelled. Dam- 
aris Horn, knowing only the fear of her Grandmother and the greater fear of the terrors 
of religion, finds what freedom means when her widowed mother marries tolerant, shift- 
less, drunken Miles, friend of her dead father. Her mother's death ends her short res- 
pite, and she returns to her grandmother, where terror drives her to join the thrill- 
seeking children who persuade themselves that they are witch-ridden. Damaris succumbs 
to vengeance, sees her Grandmother hanged as a witch on her accusation, but finds no 
freedom with her enemy dead, for Miles, her stepbrother, Roger, and their neighbor, 
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Mertin, all know the truth of what she has done. Damaris, married to Martin, only es- 
capes her bondage through deatheeeeThe unquiet Puritan, and the culmination in witch- 
hunting in Salem has rarely been handled more expertly- certainly not since Esther Forbes, 
in a novel dealing with a similar theme. Completely realized background for the story 

of Demaris' life under the teachings of her times. 


Octobe sy ot 7 Wy 


Margolies, Joseph Ae= £d. STRANGE AND FANTASTIC STORIES ——o 
3.76 ~ 
A princely collection, these are stories of the diabolic and the deathly, the 
intangible and the inexplicable, which are assembled in one volume of considerable di- 
mensions. The selection here is classical, rather than contemporary, representing 
Balzac, Wilkie Collins, Conrad, Defoe, Dickens, Henry James, Kipling, DH. Lawrence, 
Maugham, de Maupassant, Melville, Poe, Saki, Scott, Stevenson. A few of the moderns 
included are John Collier, Dorothy Sayers, Edith Wharton, Alexander Woollcott...By 
familiar names, the stories are apt to be less familiar than the usual collection; the 
obvious works have been deliberately set aside. A very capable piece of editing. 


October BS 20 


Papashvily, George & Helen YES AND NO STORIES B vgs 
$2.50 


Georgians (Russian) have told stories over fires through the centuries. Some 
have been handed down, and embroidered in the process; some have the simplicity of old 
fables. The Papashvilys have brought them together and in retelling them have managed 
to hold the quality of a people's literature in the moldings There are peasants who 
win kings' daughters and wealth by their canniness; there are jesters and rogues, saints 
and sinners, giants and demons; there are animals who speak and act like humans. There's 
a freshness and a zest that make these tales good reading for all ages interested in 
folk material. Plus sale for the juniors. The illustrations by Simon Lissim have the 
decorative and fanciful quality engendered by the stories. 


Allen, Walter ROGUE ELEPHANT Morrow 
$2.50 

Henry Ashley is a sort of man-that-came-to-dinner character, though not quer- 
ulous and rude, but rather interfering and self-important and egocentric. A writer of 
sorts, with more reputation than the quality of his work and character justify, he is a 
cadger, staying with acquaintances when the state of his calendar and his pocket book 
demand. It was this- and a mild interest in Sheila Kinlet's interest in him- that took 
him down to Devonshire to visit Nenry Allen. And there he found an oddly essorted group, 
harboring a queer persuasive secretiveness, which Henry, egged on by 18-year old Audrey, 
determined to pierce, and pierce it he did- and with it, his own armor of righteousness. 
Tenuous story, thinly spun, though original enough - too wordy and discursive for the 
average taste. 


Sturgis, Robert HIDDEN SEASON Morrow 
$2.50 

A pleasant, plausible, non-proselytizing story of a boy back from the wars which 
qualifies well for lighter entertainment. Steve, restless, out of place, turns down his 
old job on his return, and refuses to have anything to do with Kay, the girl he'd loved, 
who= out of sympathy- had become involved with an older doctor. There is also the prob- 
lem of Penny, his young cousin, always a little in love with Steve, but more in love with 
Jack, a flier, whom she turns down to marry for money. But at the last moment, Penny 
backs out - marries her flier- and Steve returns to his job and to Kayesoe Rentable story, 
with a tale that recurs many times today. 
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Lavender, David ANDY CLAYBOURNE Doubleday 
$2.50 

The growing pains of a proud, sensitive youth of low birth and impfoverished 
family and his fight to earn respect in a Colorado ranch community. Andy left home to 
escape the stigma of being "one of the Claybourne boys", was taken in by a pleasant but 
dishonest rancher, almost fell for the wily charms of his daughter, managed to get into 
more bad company and trouble, but was always saved by his own character and a ranch owner, 
Harwood, who had loved his mother. Despite the chip on his shoulder Andy achieves a cer- 
tain success as Harwood's right-hand man and wins the rancher's favorite niece--~ just 
before the army is about to draft him. A slow-paced, ineffectual story. 


Freuchen, Peter WHITE MAN Rinehart 
$2.50 
This is an unusual and rewarding story, against a wholly novel background- the 
establishment of the first Danish colony in Greenland. To this colony were sent crim 
inals and derelicts, and men and women from the prisons joined in matrimony in order, 
legitimately, to populate the new land. Among them were the ill-starred Karen and Peter, 
and this is their story:- first of the quick temper that cost Peter imprisonment, the 
escape that didn't quite succeed, the marriage and deportation- and the long periods 
of living with the Eskimos, winning their confidence and admiration, and learning how 
life must be in this hard country. He and Karen come back to the colony - and, while 
she waits for her child, Peter goes forth on an expedition of exploration, to return 
with a dejected and dispirited bunch, to be greeted by news that the project is to be 
abandoned. But Peter remains, with Karen and their child and several other hardy souls, 
to hold Greenland for the Danes. Good picture of frontiers of the 18th century- and 
a country of whose legendary Viking beginnings we know, but little else. Author of 
Arctic Adventure, his own adventures in the frozen north. 


October-25 /// ¢ 


Rice, Elinor MIRROR, MIRRO@/ Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.75 
This, in its portrait of an insensitive female, penetrates the value of achiev- 
ing tangible goals at the expense of intangibles, limnms in detail the career of Mona Biro 
whose beauty, brains and determination were valueless because she was without sympathy, 
understanding or human kindness. As a child, she concentrated on her dream world o1 
satisfying fantasies, was urged on by her envy of others who had no idealistic father 
to keep them poor. Gradually she divorced herself from her family personality, built a 
new personality in keeping with her ambitions. Failing in her first imposture, she made 
good in her rise from department store idea girl to dress and accessory designing, climb- 
ing ruthlessly past those who had helped her. Mona, now Monica Birot, marries Toby, a 
childhood friend who had one successful, radical play, and then allowed himself to be 
supported by his wife, who drained him of ambition and purpose. With a feeling of in 
security, Mona has her way about a baby-- and is thwarted of her one wish to have a son. 
The author has a way with satired-flecked fiction; this has merit and more plausible 
characters than her rival, in the genre, Ilka Chase. Women readers, chiefly. Check 
your sales on The Best Butter, etc.: 


October 28 


Kesten, Hermann FERDINAND AND ISABELLA Current Books 
$3.00 
Of royal progress, in the corrupt and corruptible world of the late 15th cen- 

tury, as Isabella, through faith and genius, surmounts the omnipresent barriers of birth, 
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politics, family and marriage to attain what to her was not only rightful, but her due 
heritage- the rank of Queen. The European world under the triple domination of the 
Inquisition, the Plague and the drives for world power is the setting for an overpower- 
ing portrait of a girl who dedicated herself to achieving her ambition after her brother, 
Henry IV, had murdered their younger brother, Alfonso. Pawn of her enemies, gathering 
loyalty by any and all promises, she married Ferdinand and, throneless and homeless 
through poverty, is finally successful in her goal with the death of Henry. Though she 
kept Ferdinand as powerless as possible, he learned how to subdue her, and together they 
lined their coffers with the full fury of the Inquisition. Through greed and arrogance, 
Isabella ruined Spain's chances for holding world power, even with the gift of the New 
World from Columbus; she lived to see her dreams of more power through her children's 
marriages, collapse...The author of The wins of Nuremburg meticulously recasts past 
history, omitting no detail of religious, political, personal interpretation, in a 
lengthy fictionalization. Historians may quarrel with his interpretation; his details 


seem soundly based on scholarship. 


October 30 


Sims, Marian STORM BEFORE DAY BREAK Lippincott 
$2.50 

A rather sleazy, sentimental little story of returning veteran Paul, who comes 
back from the wars to find that his mother had died, and that all the family he has left 
is a sister-in-law, Mary, and her baby, whom she is supporting after the desertion of her 
husband. Mary keeps house for Pauls; they fall in love, live together, and Mary worries 
for fear Paul will not want to marry her when a quick divorce is not possible. Mary's 
husband returns to make trouble for them, fails, and finally leaves them to what is un- 
doubtedly a happy future. Mrs. Sims has done far better than this. 


2? 
October 77 W/2 
Kenyon, Theda THAT SKIPPER FROM STONINGTON Messner 
; $3.00 

This is supposed to be Messner's big Fall number; if by “big" they mean "long", 
then it qualifies. Written by the author of Black Dawn, its style is pedestrian, its 
characters stereotyped. The story deals with American shipping and whaling in the early 
19th century; its hero is Richard Loper, who stows away on a whaler at the age of ten, and 
although beaten, kicked and worked like a slave, loves it all because "in his veins runs 
sea water, not blood". First Mate at 14, Captain at 17, he eventually leaves the sea. 
for the woman he loves and marries, and spends the rest of the book hankering after salt 
water with an interminable nostalgia. Though he becomes a famous ship designer, he is 
never really satisfied- and neither is the reader. Unlike other recent long historical 
novels, this has neither enough sex nor enough story to capture even the run-of-the- 
season rental market. 


Shaw, Joseph Te= £d.- THE HARD BOILED OMNIBUS Simon & Bre 
3200 
Sub-titled "Early Stories from Black Mask",. these represent shorter pieces which 
appeared in that magazine of the early '30's, and which forecast the rise and shine of 
such men as Dashiell Hammett, George Harmon Coxe, Raymond Chandler, Norbert Davis, Lester 
Dent, Raoul Whitfield, and others in this particular tough vein of mystery. The stories 
may not have the psychoeintellectual character attributed to them by the editor, but 
they do manage a maximum of tough talk and rough stuff for those that like their company 
good as well as low...Another anthological angle, if one is needed this particular season, 
which is- unfortunately- overburdened with anthologies already. 
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BEEF AND BULLDOGS 


August—-?? 10] /0 


Gooden, Arthur Henry THE SHADOWED TRAIL Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
The long-lost-father formula involving an Eastern tenderfoot, the daughter of 
an ornery rancher, a masked outlaw, and a brave young cowboy. Kirk Severn sleuths and 
shoots until he exposes the rancher as thief, killer and imposter of the lynched father. 
The girl finds not a father but a sister and a well-stocked ranch. Guneslinging western 
fare. 


September 1] 


Stone, Elisabet, M. POISON, POKER & PISTOLS Sheridan House 
$2.00 
Voluble and brash, Margaret Slone, reporter, is instrumental in tagging the 
death of Dr. McGowan, Lothario with toxicology as his hobby, as unnatural, caused by 
poison, and murder. She is bellweather for all New Orleans police, does not stay slapped 
down, but is never an innocent bystander in the subsequent three killings. Between all 
hér fights - with her City Editor, the police, her family, the Lothario's jealous women- 
and her avantegarde knowledge, she happens on the solution by an exercise in alliteration, 


acts as live bait to get a confession. Overexuberant. 
ee 2 >" 


O 
Black, Thomas’ — THE 3-13 MURDERS Reynal & Hitchcock 


$2.00 
Tough and rough, with Al Delaney, private detective, right in there fighting 
over murders, dope rings, trigger-happy boys and crime-happy girls, in an unsavory 
section of his city and with a dubious cult. Between the hairpins, assaults, shootings, 
and hopheads, when the Feds move in things begin to uncomplicate, Delaney gets his man - 
and his money. Take a deep breath. 


September 25 


West, Tom RENEGADE RANGE | Dutton 
: $2.00 
Roughhouse on the Arizona range as Pat Curran takes over his father's spread, 
smokes out the nesters, ejects the greasers, but finds his rustler brother Larry his 
toughest opposition. Framed by Larry, Pat's girl Mary is also his victim, but Mary bar- 
gains her life for Pat's freedom which enables him to clear his record, redeem his range 
and his girl. True to form and formula. 


October 3 


Bagby, George THE ORIGINAL CARCASE wer 
r4 
A well done-in carcase turns” up at a house warming in an original carcase 
Sheraton sideboard. This leaves the newlyweds, the embarrassed donor, an antique deal- 
er, with some tall explaining to do to Inspector Schmitt and his Boswell, Bagby. Com- 
plications are a gangster brother, a crossed mother, a rejected suitor, but ee 
deduces blackmail and the antique dealer. Cleverly contrived homicide. 


Bailey, H.C. THE LIFE SENTENCE Doubleday 
$2.00 
* Dr. Reginald Fortune is meek and vigilant as he protects young Rosalind against 


the fate that is pursuing her, from the scandal that is about to catch up with her. Her 
mother, having been convicted of poisoning her father but now free, has further poison- 
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ings naturally attributed to her, but Fortune in an access of opposition digs and delves 
into lots of middle, hoping that in finding the beginning he will see the way to the end-- 
and he does, with justifiable mlice making his accusations stick. The medical detective 


at his British bestee. 
October 3 


MacDonald, William Colt THUNDERBIRD TRAIL ee 
2200 

Texas Northern and Arizona Southern RR's special investigator Quist, ends up 
in a variety of blind alleys, as he reads signs of a recent train wreck, tries to trace 
the killer of the owner of Thunderbird Ranch, protect himself from being framed for the 
murder of the Sheriff and evade the murderous attempts of sadistic trigger-man Voit. 
Quist hardfists and quickshoots his way to an involved solution. Combination western- 
detective, this is action-plus reading with smooth touches. 


~Sebober-pip Ast" 


Taylor, Phoebe Atwood PUNCH WITH CARE Farrar, Straus 
v $2.50 


New England specialty encore: with Asey Mayo and Doc Cummings helter- skelter- 
ed by a college project, a miniature railroad, a late noon whistle, a radie program every 
one missed, several displaced persons, and carSee.e and of course, murder. Mayo has a 
mite of trouble making sense out of his suspects but ends by creating more trouble for 
theme Neighborly. 


October 10 


McDougald, Roman PURGATORY STREET Simon & Schuster 
$2.00 

. A problem in identity and identification which manages a fair amount of appre- 

hensive suspense as Mona, waiting for her husband's return from the wars with a new face-- 

and possibly a new personality--has every reason to doubt that the man who comes back is 

Chane Frightened by Chan, but fascinated as well, she has not the courage to test him 

out, sees murder. committed when another questions his ee jeopardizes her life, 

but "ts vindicated at the close...Good. 


October 17 


Dent, Lester LADY TO KILL Doubleday 
$2.00 
A lean, hard tale of the intent to - and actuality of - murder as Chance Molloy, 
in a business deal, suspects substitution when his contact disappears, anticipates mur- 
der and protects an innocent girl, and in less than a day clears up a matter of conspir- 
acy and extortion. A fairly exact, expert job, too. 


Disney, Doris Miles WHO RIDES A TIGER Doubleday 
$2.00 
. A Cinderella kills her favored cousin, lives as the murdered heiress' impostor, 
not to be discovered in her duplicity until after her death. The mystery evolves around 
Aunt Harriet's two strange loves, the army officer killed in the West and Phillip whom 
she loved and cruelly rejected, four years lapse in her diary, disgruntled cousin Rose. 
Harriet's grandniece, Susan, exposes the murderess and breaks her heartless will. Roman- 
tic mystery with art and substance. 
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MUST BOOKS 
October ?? “Ye 
White, EeB. THE WILD FLAG ee Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
* Despite - and in face of- public opinion that the WVew Yorkeris lightweight 


reading for entertainment only, we list this collecting and excerpting of EBW's edi- 
torials in-that magazine’s Wotes and:Comments as MUST READING. We accept and appre- 
ciate the:author's own conviction that ideas are often "too purely theoretical"= "too 
sweetly reasonable", and add our own opinion that their simplification is naturally 
impractical, nevertheless they produce an elucidation and clarification of ogre-like 
problems in everyday terms, stressing and restressing the preoccupation with government 
and law and the price they cost. No discussion, illumination nor illustration does he 
fee] is wasted on these world points. Pedantic theory falls before his ability to re- 
duce the issues to personal, intimate, comprehensible terms. Problems become non-ex- 
istent before his logical, loyal and appealing vision. However, any feeling of cloying 
sentiment is lost in his astringent treatment of half-baked attitudes toward compromise, 
injustice and intolerance, in his deliberate, delicate definitions of terms, in his ex- 
coriating useless approaches to the necessity of world government. The author of Stuart 
Little may possibly give a mouse-eye view of global concepts but his pared rumning com 
mentary through the war years to the peace, dependent on universal structure, with a 
place for human rights, if it adds only small cubits to our ‘thinking, at least it does 
not lack specific gravity. We'll take our universal, structural ABC's from E.B.W. 


A DARK HORSE 


Roosevelt, Elliott AS HE SAW IT: The Story of the World Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Conferences of F.D.R. [o/) $3.50 


A "dark horse" from the point of view of sales. Elliott Roosevelt's name 
will not, per se, carry weight. And yet, having read this record of the conferences in 
which he served as his father's aide, one cannot help but feel that here is an inside 
picture, from one viewpoint, of how Franklin Roosevelt's mind was working, of what his 
reactions were to personalities, to points of view, to the dangers of war and of peace. 
Elliott Roosevelt was at Casablanca, at Cairo, at Teheran; he got his impressions of 
Yalta from his sister- and from his father's letters. And in these pages, he pulls no 
punches. He gives a picture of the conflicts between Churchill and Roosevelt over war 
plans and over the post-war program. He shows Churchill as a great war leader, but 
reflects his father's doubts over his capacity to fill the post after the war. He gives 
a portrait of Stalin, in war and peace. Of a Chine, insecurely rooted under the leader- 
ship of Chiang: Kai Shek ~- and of his father's fears of China's future. He writes of 
Roosevelt's copfidence in General Marshall as opposed to Churchill's dislike of him. 
Vignettes of Harry Hopkins, of General Eisenhower, of Patrick Hurley, of Robert Murphy, 
of Giraud, De Gaulle and others are etched as he felt his father saw them. And-in 
reports of conversations "off the record" at the time, many of the factors behind the 
scenes emerge. Those who feel how far we have strayed from the path laid down by Pres- 
ident Roosevelt will gain courage to try once more to find the road to unity as FDR. 
hoped, worked, planned and prayed it might be. There's first rate reporting here- good 
interpretation on a human plane- and a close up picture of a great war president. The 
introduction by Eleanor Roosevelt suggests that some will feel this is just one view. 


A Few'Good Bets for Till and Taste 


Tops in anthologies, ANIMAL TALES edited by Ivan Sanderson (Knopf); entertaining wet- 
blanketing of fevers of homeowning by Eric Hodgins, MR. BLANDINGS BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE 
(Simon & Schuster); controversial fireworks in A REBEL YELLS by H. Fred Willkie (Van 
Nostrand Press); a unique book on blindness, MY EYES HAVE A COLD NOSE (Yale) by Hector 
Chevigny. See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
September 5 


Black, Irma Simonton OFF TO A GOOD START Harcourt, Brace 

$2.50 

Predominantly sane counsel that emphasizes the education of the parents for 

helping the child in character and habit development. Covering the years from babyhood 
to childhood and early school years, this ranges from the common problems of feeding, 
weaning, self help, sleeping, toilet training, to the special questions of language hab- 
its, tempers, various periods of growth, special types of children. There is also con - 
sideration of relationships with the adult world, other than the family; approaches to 
new experiences, trips and schools, the ways of handling and satisfying the enlarging 
desire for information and self-expression. Based on progressive school formulae and 
experience, these suggestions are bound to be helpful to the would-be-helpful parents, 
anxious not only to do right but to do what is best for their offspring. Ill'd. 


—september-— 
ag 
Bell, Eric Temple THE MAGIC OF NUMBERS - ae Whittlesey House 
) i 


sacte- 3 = 


The mathematically-minded reader may be interested in this popularized dis- 
cussion of the number concept and its relation to mathematics, physics and philosophy. 
The subject is explored from prehistoric times down through the present day, with the 
major portion of the book centered around the Greek mathematician Pythagoras. Replete 
with incident and bits of human interest, the book should come to life, but it never 
does. It is arch, talky, and pretentiously learned in spots, so that the reader will 
find the job of extracting the substance too much of a‘chore. An interesting subject 
but the author has muffed it by trying too hard. 


September 10 


Finletter, Gretchen FROM THE TOP OF THE STAIRS Little, Brown 
$2.50 
Very nice personal and family reminiscences by the daughter of Walter Damrosch, 
the symphony conductor. In period this precedes Qur Hearts Were Young and Gay, for 
here are Gretchen and her sisters with their nurse, having their first music lessons, 
going to Miss Spence's School, to dancing class, and graduating to teen age parties. 
The early memories of music and musicians seen at rehearsals at home and the confusion 
of watching them at performances, the terrifying fear of not conforming to the codes and 
standards of their contemporaries, particularly since their parents managed to do every- 
thing differently; the delights of the theatre and the Hippodrome, the rigid dramatic 
discipline at Miss Spence's, the coming of the new dances, travel with Father and how 
it differed from travel with Mother. Dinner parties viewed from "the top of the stairs", 
excitement over Mother's participation in the suffrage parade, what happened when they 
performed, willy nilly, in Father's productions, confusion over taboos, developing of 
literary taste, young Bob Sherwood's first summer shows, family picnics, etc.etc. This 
is not just another striving for pungent personalities in parents, but gentle, plausible 
humor of real age of innocenceeceee 


September 11 


Roughhead, William NOTHING BUT MURDER Sheridan 
$2.75 
The old master of true crime in another exact, expert exhumation of past mis- 
demeanours and murders, largely from Scottish official files. From the Elizabethan era 
and the poisoning of Sir Thoms Overbury, to the stowaway boys of the ship Arran, put 
off on the ice to die, to two murderers who escaped penalty in the face of lack of 
valid medical evidence, piracy and murder in the early 19th century, a long sequence of 








es 
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Scotch poisonings,- here is examination and judgment in modern terms by a scholar with 

a taste for trials. Perhaps too deliberate, too academic, for the casual crime reader. 
. \ 

= eae 


September (\ 
Ox 


Martin, David ALLY BETRAYED: The Uncensored Story of Tito & ¥thatlovich mentjycoe-Hall 

$3.50 

The trial of Mihailovich and his death swung the sympathies of many former 

admirers from Tito; it seemed one of the tragedies of today's troubled world. Unfortunate- 
ly, Martin's book - which would have found an awakened conscience and curiosity, is so 
violently anti-Tito throughout that it weakens what is unquestionably a strong case in 
Mihailovich's defense. Martin sees Yugoslavia and Trieste as a key to modern European 
politics. If such is the case, and if his views are accepted, confidence in British and 
American Intelligence will be at low ebb. For here is a black record of double dealing, 
shifting loyalties, betrayal, deliberate, official misrepresentation of facts, withhold- 
ing of evidence, acceptance of totalitarian practices. He chargbs the Partisans with 
post-war coalition with ex-quislings, with consistent antagonizing of local populace, 
with maltreatment of allied airmen rescued in Partisan territory (in contrast to good 
treatment in Mihailovich's hands). He charges concealment of the fact that the Chetniks 
liberated most of Serbia. He accuses Louis Adamic in none too gentle terms- and other 
defenders of Tito. He documents his statements with source material and tends to accept 
everything from the Chetnik records as fact and everything from the Partisan records as 
untruthse He presents Mihailovich in warm human portraiture, though acknowledging his 
lacks in leadership. He sees Tito as an able though untrustworthy leader, who accepts his 
role of bringing Yugoslavia into the Russian orbit. The book is solid and difficult read- 
ing, impassioned advocacy of the cause of a martyred leader. 


September 26 


Freyre, Gilberto THE MASTERS AND THE SLAVES Knopf 
$7.50 
The English translation of this standard work of an anthrologist on.Brazilian 
society deviates in title from the exact translation,- "Big House and Slave Quarters". 
In its original, this has gone through four revisions. As a reference tool for students 
of race and culture, it is an important contribution, but solely, one would think, in that 
field. Even today there are inescapable traces of the 16th century feudalism, rooted in 
a slave culture, the outgrowth of harmonious union of culture with culture,- the native, 
the Portuguese colonist with his mixed antecedents, the Negro. In minute detail, Freyre 
surveys the contribution made by each,- physical, social, economic. His data is based on 
study of primary sources; the result, an essay in genetic sociology and social history, 
as evidenced in significant aspects of the formation of the Brazilian family unit. 


Masua, Tato THE LOST WAR: A Japanese Reporter's Inside story Knopf 


A Domei representative, covering the Japanese-American negotiations in Washington 
before Pearl Harbor, recounts the details of Japanese defeat, effective even without the 
atomic bombs. Native born, U.S. educated, the author reveals a country whose surface unity 
cloaked a bloodless war between the Army and Navy and an internal political struggle which 
lost the war before actual military defeats. Returned to his country, in 1942, he found 
the country wild with the "South Sea Bubble” of victories, the people entirely ignorant of 
their poverty of leaders, of foreign events. The death of Admiral Yamamoto, the unrelent- 
ing succession of reverses, the strategy of miscalculation, the failure of the psychologi- 
cal warfare of distortion and lies at home and in conquered territory, the collapse of war 
production, rationing and the black market,- these and other national conditions plus the 
Be29s slowly prepared the way for defeat without martyrdom. A record, open to argument 
and bias, that does however make real the men, women and children, who really paid the cost 
of Japan's dream of empire and world domination. Neither placating nor abusive, this 
measures a nation in terms of personalities, programs and defeat. 
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Sanderson, Ivan Te-Ed. & Illus. ANIMAL TALES bog sd 
5200 
Excellent material, careful selection, and informative and colorful introduc- 
tions to the inclusions by the editor make this outstanding in a welter of anthologiz- 
ingeee This collection of fact and fiction about animals, the world around, comes from 
books of science, advertising material, children's books, folk tales, short stories. 
It numbers among the contributors Fabre, Salten, Beebe, Sass, von Hagen, Waldeck, Vill- 
iers, Lide, Weigall, Kearton, du Chaillu, Grey Owl, and many more. There is lore of all 
kinds from Africa by way of Europe, from the Arctic, and the tropics, from the Americas 
and the islands of the Pacific and the Orient, of whales, gorilla, vicuna, wolves, yak, 
panda, penguins, fish, bears, lions, beaver, rats, and so on. Sanderson in his meticul- 
ous editing classifies the type of story, the approach, thereby keeping his varied mat- 
erial under control. Special and specific interest with wide appeal to all ages. 





















Smythe, Dame Ethel IMPRESSIONS THAT REMAINED Knopf 
$5.00 
A new edition of an autobiography first published in 1919, the story of an 
English lady and composer. By far the best part of the book is the description of her 
childhood as the member of a large family of English country gentry, an interesting 
and lively lot as she presents them. Period atmosphere and incidents are more enter- 
taining reading than the dullish record of years spent studying music on the continent. 
There are bits about famous friends, Brahms, Grieg, Clara Schumann, Tchaikovsky, and 
a fairly vivid chronicling of German musical circles of the day. Through letters and 
narrative one gets, too, the "tragic" story of an estrangement with a friend of Brahms 
(laid on with heavy hand). A period piece, overlong, very Victorian, and a little 
precious for the modern reader. Limited in appeal to musical circles, largely. 



































September 30 PR: - 50M 


Hodgins, Eric MR. BLANDING BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE Simon & Schuster 
$2075 
+ The article in ‘ortune created quite a stir and merited this expansion into 


book form record of the horrors and hurdles of houseowning, building and real estate 
tangles, as the abysmally ignorant Blandings find their dream of country life turned 
into a nightmare of mounting costs. In spite of critical caution from a hardheaded 
lawyer, of warnings from their final architect, they go ahead in a lovely blur until 
as time and money pass and everyone becomes e villain, they find their senctuary for 
old age an endless pit of wornout hopes, countless checks. Jo Nots in saline solution 
as the various wrongs of the residential construction system, from the buying of proper- 
ty to the finishing of a house are reviewed in the Blandings' career as homeowners. 
They emphasize the Samuel Johnson dictum "To build is to be robbed" = and omit no jot 
nor tittle along the way,-legal rights, expert opinions, contractors, artesian well, 
local opinions, gossip, and extras, extras, extras... The narrative technique gives 
added color to this wetblanketing of the fiery fevers of houseowning and clearly indi- 
cates, in amusing satire, all the dangers for the would-be man of property. 


Majdalany, Maj. Fe THE MONASTERY Houghton, Mifflin 
$1.50 
An English major of the famed Eighth Army tells the story of the taking of 

Monastery Hill and the sacking of the Abbey of Monte Cassino. The pivotal center of the 

German defence in Italy, Monastery Hill was a primary military target, but, militarily, 
ees it was virtually impregnable. Here is the last phase of the seemingly insurmountable 

military feat which took six months and required troops from Britain, Canada, New Zealand, 

the United States, India and Poland. There are humorous, human touches in the under- 

stated British manner. Sensitive, well-written -—byt another war book. 
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October 11 
Willkie, H. Fred A REBEL YELLS Van Nostrand 
$3.00 
* A leading- and successful-industrialist calls industry and management to task 


for struggling to turn back the clock of progress. Here is a challenge from one of 
their own to the leaders to recognize the need for an educational program in industry, 
if it is to maintain its part in the march of humanity. Courageously, honestly, in- 
telligently, he exposes the failures, the weaknesses, the fallacies in making the profit 
motive an end in itself. He contends that human relationships, the common ground of 
management and labor, can be made to operate efficiently and contribute to society's 
well-being. Industry must develop their employees in technical skills and in other 
respects as well. Executives must know their men as men, with capacity for rounded 
personalities. Cooperation is not instinctive but can be achieved on the same as well 
as on different levels of responsibility. Leadership must understand the past in order 
to develop a pattern for the future, and he charts techniques and methods of putting 
his principles into effect, basing his advice on years of practical business exper- 
ience. He reveals much of the vision, imagination, initiative and courage of his 
brother, Wendell Willkie, but his book should stand on its own merits for it has mich 
to offer in leading industry to a philosophy of values within the framework of the 
profit motive. Here is a fearless challenge to business and its leaders. 


October 14 


Key, Ted HAZEL Dutton 
. $1.50 
Cartoons from the next to last page of the SEP, in which Hazel, a slightly 
dimmed jewel of a domestic, puts her employers and their friends through their paces 
with no hesitation about taking the center of the stage.. Joining in their games, their 
parties, their conversations, their arguments, court of appeal for household decisions, 
intimidating the unwary, demanding- and grabbing- her rights, Hazel is certainly the 
least inhibited person on paper today. You may start off disliking her and her omni- 
presence in the household, but sooner or later one of her cracks will get yous and 
you'll be sold. A funworthy idea, if sometimes a shocker; symptom of servantless days. 


Eliot, George Fielding THE STRENGTH WE NEED (CY)CyT | S yt 
| $3200 
Major Eliot has, in the past, played the role of Cassandra, to little effect. 
So much of what he forecast came to pass that one should be wary of discounting his 
advocacy of "offensive readiness" today- and in the tomorrow before the U.N. becomes 
an integrated and powerful organization in world affairs. He favors a strong working, 
arrangement with Great Britain, acknowledging doubt as to what power will hold the 
stakes in the future. He does not think any moral issue is involved in the two differ- 
ent and powerful political systems that control the world. Careful analysis of air 
power, naval power, land armies, and the use of the atomic bomb for world security; e 
program for policing Japan and Germany; strong outlying bases and even a hand in the 
Mediterranean; scientific research - such are the specific points he makes. One wonders 
whether an enduring peace can be maintained with Russia, if a program such as he indi- 
cates is implemented to the hilt. Controversial. And not a popular position. 


Baker, Louise OUT ON A LIMB Whittlesey 
Degage, debonair autobiographical account of a girl with one foot in the 
grave, of the particular problems of a uniped which in no way kept her from leading a 
round life. She was eight when she lost her leg, and acquired 17 dolls and a spoiled 
disposition which was spanked out of her when she returned fromthe hospital. Despite 
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her handicap she managed to roller skate, swim, play tennis; she went to Europe alone, 
married, briefly, a professor, reported for several newspapers, taught, and eventually 
met the right man and went to Arizona. There she wrote Party Line (1945). This is 

a humorous and good humored approach to a loss which was only physically crippling. 
The book should have much to hearten amputees,without the more obviously inspirational 


quality of Betsey Barton's And Now To Live Again. 


October 15 


Burtis, Edwine éd. ALL THE BEST DOG POEMS Crowell 
$3.50 
This manages a good balance between the super-sentimentality that dog lovers 
can relish, and the refreshing humor that can be used in dog description .. It would 
be impossible to avoid the saccharine and the coy, but there is not too much of it, the 
humor is in the safe hands of Dorothy Parker, Ogden Nash, Guiterman, Burges Johnson, 
and others, while Kipling, Rutledge, Frost, Eliot, Galsworthy, Sandburg are among the 
many who have something to say about canines, their ways, their stories, their devotion 
to their friends...Not the best in literature, understandably, but the standards of 
inclusion have made it possible to have a book no dog lover need be ashamed of. A book 


with a sure market. 


Chevigny, Hector MY EYES HAVE A COLD NOSE Yale 
$3.00 
. A unique and compelling account of blindness in the story of one man's reorien- 


tation, not as a blind man, but as an ordinary individual retaining his place in the 
competitive world, a record that commands admiration. as well as indirect inspiration. 
Here, in the background, is the personal outline of the operations which failed when in 
middle years he was the victim of retinal detachment. The inevitable fact of blindness 
had to be faced. There were first days of panic, then subsequent weeks of adjustment 
to the physical and mental aspects, the loss of independence which was the hardest to 
take, and the regaining of that independence with Wizard, his Seeing Eye dog. Predom 
inating is the attitude with which he faced the world of people rather than the world 
of things, refusing to conform to the world's conception of a blind man as useless and 
an object of charity as well as embarrassment, his rejection of the "cut glass" treat- 
ment, his resentment of organizations which isolate the blind, emphasizing and exploit- 
ing their infirmity. The material about the Seeing Bye, the doctrine of independence 
and the rejection of tragedy, the training of man and dog, is unfailingly fascinating. 
An aware, astringent account, which stomachs neither sentiment nor evasion, and should 
serve immeasureably for the blinded of the war, and those in contact with them. 


October a6 32 


Buchanan, Lt. A.Reefkd. THE NAVY'S AIR WAR Harper 
¥ $3.50 

An exhaustive documentary account of the naval air arm in this war from the 
pre-war Neutrality Patrol to the carrier strikes into the heart of Japan. Here is the 
Atlantic theatre, the anti-submarine war, the protection of the sea lanes, air cover- 
age of invasions - and true glory for the navy in the Pacific, from defeat to victory. 
Strategic importance of air power further demonstrated when it handled full support of 
a major operation in the Western Carolines campaign. Here are the unvarnished facts 
of naval air defense at Pearl Harbor, naval aviation training, aircraft production, 
shore stations, schools, fields, scientific development. For the record, perhaps, and 
for those who were part of it - but not a book likely to command a wide market. 
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Octeber-— 17. 


Brent, Harrison PAULINE BONAPARTE Rinehart 
$3050 
This competent but undistinguished biographyof Pauline Bonaparte, following 
closely behind Maas' Imperial Venus (see P. 180), will meet a wary public. The inter- 
pretation follows the same line of reasoning,- a beauty, a gay vain vixen, grasping, 
avaricious, in Napoleon's days of glory, but steadfast and loyal after his defeat. 
Here are the historical facts, her early life in Corsica, the revolution and flight 
to Marseilles and poverty, Napoleon's rapid rise, her hey-day of luxury, lovers and 
self-indulgence. Favorite of the Consul, she was beguiling, irresponsible, immoral, 
and Napoleon, jealous of his dignity, strove to keep her in hand, first by sending her 
to Haiti with her husband, little Gen. Leclerc, and after his death, forcing her to 
marry a handsome, but dull and disappointingly unpassionate Italian nobleman. None 
of this kept Pauline from maintaining a steadystream of lovers, making a pagan cult of 
the body beautiful. As she grew older her nymphomania turned into hypochondria, and 
she was probably saved from complete degeneration by her brother's adversities. Then 
she proved her devotion and followed him into exile. 


Grayson, David MORE ADVENTURES WITH DAVID GRAYSON (°° 7 Doubleday 
92075 
Announcing the one volume edition of Adventures:in Understanding, Great 
Possessions, Adventures ‘in Solttude. The author of Adventures in Contentment has a 


market. 


Mallery, Richard De= f£d.: MASTERWORKS OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY nse Doubledey 
| 2) $4.00 
Biography ranks next to Fiction in popularity; Autobiography perhaps suffers 

from an inevitable egotism and the fact that it is unfinished, and usually some segment of 

a life, not a whole portrait. But Autobiography has contributed largely to world liter- 

ature. Here is an anthology which brings together some classic examples:- Confessions 

of St. Augustine, Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellint. Diary of Samuel Pepys, Autobiography 

of Benjamin Franklin, Confessions of Jean Jacques Rousseau, Truth and Poetry ‘by 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, jhe /rue Story of 4y Life by Hans Christian Andersen, Apologia 

Pro Vita Sua by Cardinal Newman, Childhood, -Boyhood and Youth by Leo Tolstoy, and /he 

kducation of Henry AdamseceeeCertainly a good $4.00 worth! 


~ 4 
Mitchell, Edwin Valentine- fd. ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN POLITICS \o\” Doubleday 
$3075 

A misnomer - for this is more a collection of odd bits of information, defini- 
tions, quotations, slogans - and full texts of historical documents, than it is en en- 
cyclopedia, which should be all-embracing. There is almost complete ignoring of the 
mechanics of politics, the machinery. There sre interesting items as to sources of such 
terms as filibuster, gerrymander etc. (and odd omissions- why not boondoggling,for ex- 
ample?). There are names of Presidents, state nicknames, and so on. For reference pur- 
poses, its chicf value lies in the bringing together of some of the texts that have mold- 
ed American politics, such as the Farewell Address, the Constitution, the Declaration 
of Independence, the Gettysburg Address, the United Nations Charter. But the book will 
doubtless be the butt of criticism for its omissions and its superficiality rather than for 
the meaty bits of lore and legend and the American political language in the making. 


Zimmerman, John Le WHERE THE PEOPLE SING Knopf 
t 
5S e090 
Originally scheduled for July, and reported on P. 266 as follows:= "An aesthetic 
awareness, and a nostalgic affection for this account of an army officer's year spent 
among the Maoris of New Zealand, that darker race living in complete harmony and with- 
out discrimination in a white country. Taken in, and given the run of the house, by 
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hospitable Hopea and her daughters, Zimmerman learned by direct contact the qualities 
of this people, their youth and grace and dignity, the strong ancestral and commnal 
tradition, their pride in their culture and their customs, their warmth- and charm. 
Traveling through Maori country brought further evidence of this, and eventually his 
love affair with Te Aroha, heightened the meaning of his stay....A personal experience, 
given a certain wide implication in its example of respect and compatability between 
races. I question, however, a wide general interest." 


baton 


Kazin, Alfred- Fd. & Intro. by THE PORTABLE BLAKE vases 
$2200 

Kazin draws interesting parallels- likes and unlikes- between two great artists 

who died in 1827,- Beethoven and Blake, both isolated from their world due to different 

causes. Perhaps this method is soundest in appraising the strange genius of Blake; per- 

haps it is simpler to say what he was not than what he was. He views Blake as artist 

and poet, inextricably linked in search for unitye He shared the mystic's quest while 

seeking realism and naturalism. He was against the ancten regime = the church all 

institutions. His was a great mind dominated by fear- a genius against society, torn 

by misery and doubt- linked in marriage to a woman who was the perfect wife but not the 

perfect mate. A brilliant and searching study, introducing a generous selection of 

verse and prose, letters and essays, of the young Blake and the old Blake. All the 

familiar material is here, and much with which I was wholly unfemilier. 


October et pe 


Voods, Eugenes gq, . I WISH I'D WRITTEN THAT =e | Whittlesey: ~ 
. al / \> 33.0 
This is of interest not only because of the intrinsic worth of the selections 
made by the contributors, but for the light thrown on those co-editors, as it were, in 
their choices. One senses something of hero worship, of wishful thinking, of aspiration, 
of nostalgic looking back to youthful models in such choices as Wilbur Daniel Steele 
selecting a story of Sherwood Anderson's, Irwin Edman, something from Santayana, Will 
Cuppy from Robert Benchley, Jesse Stuart from Robert Burns, Perelman from Ring Lardner. 
Clare Luce's selection of Thompson's ‘ound of Heaven is a strange one, as is Upton 
Sinclair's choice of Ruskin and Isaiah. Thurber and White, Dos Passos and Scott Fitz-e 
gerald, He Allen Smith and Mark Twain- these. are naturals. Mark Twain is most often 
chosen, with E.B. White a close second. Stories, verse, extracts from longer pieces - 
a varied selection for varied tastes. The brief biographical notes, covering in some 
instances the reasons for choices made, are enlightening. 


October 22 


McSpadden, J. Walker OPERAS AND MUSICAL COMEDIES “ 
$3.50 

Opera Bouffe or Light Opera might better be used in this title than "Musical 
Comedies" (or did I see an incomplete galley proof?) For in the main, this follows 
established patterns of virtually a digest of opera librettos, a precss of outline and 
argument of the main grand operas - and light operas- of the outstanding German, Austrian, 
Italian, French composers. Each opera brief is prefaced by a paragraph on the composer 
and his place in opera history. Verdi and Wagner have more of their works included than 
any others. There are a few moderns,- Korngold, Krenck, and one or two others. Is there 
a place for another such book? Or is its very compactness - covering around 35 compos- 
ers- its chief recommendation? 
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October 22 


Notestein, Wallace THE SCOT IN HISTORY Yale 
4.00 
Subtitled i Study of the Interplay of Caaracter and History- this oe 
earmarks of being an expanded thesis for a doctorate. Or is it merely a professorial 
exposition, a comprehensive survey utterly lacking the spark that, for instance, Brogan 
might have given it. The data is all there. The chronology is followed in broad lines, 
with emphasis on events chiefly as they conditioned national traits. Invasion, in early 
centuries, hammered contrasting racial strains into a nation. The Reformation set the 
mold for all time, and the Scots were untouched by the revival of classical learning, 
and inherited harshness and little of beauty, as epitomized by John Knox and the fooks 
of Discipline, only mildly ameliorated in modern times. With the Union of 1707, the 
English influence strengthened; education brought some small measure of revolt. Through- 
out, chapters or sections are interpolated, bearing on special subjects,- women, poverty, 
society and talk, the Highlanders, etc. Three chapters are devoted to the rise of arts 
and letters. And final chapters expand the appraisal of English versus Scots. The 
lack of material on the subject will give this a definite place on reference shelves. 


October 23 


Abrams, Charles THE FUTURE OF HOUSING | Harper 
$5.00 

Against a comprehensive study of the factors conditioning the housing problem 
from earliest days of pioneers, through western expansion, the industrial revolution, 
the rise of slums- city and rural,- the increase in government intervention and the 
development of government responsibility, Abrams marches forward to a constructive pro- 
grame This program has specific aims:- democratic progress, a revitalized building 
industry, housing for low income groups, urban reconstruction, rural slum clearance, 
sound home ownership, adequate rental housing, homes for veterans, sound mortgage 
system, and stability of real estate pattern. Each phase, its rise, its decline, its 
hopes for a future- is given due emphasis. I found this- for the layman- the most in- 
teresting analysis of all the factors involved, social, economic, political, and humani- 
tarian - of any book on the subject I have read. A book not only of value as a back- 
ground book, but practical, challenging, and striking a sound middle of the road 
approach between planned housing programs and private enterprise. 


Ogden, Jean & Jess SMALL COMMUNITIES IN ACTION ,4/ 30 Harper 
, ~ $3.00 
54 stories of citizen programs at work in our own southeast bear witness to 
the hope that through such agencies, the South can pull itself up to the measure of 
its potentialities. Through various forms of cooperative action, study groups, fact 
finding groups; reassessment of values when basic industries or crops have failed; 
community development through schools, churches; Credit Unions and county hospital 
associations, all these time honored means to an end are explored as they have been 
used and molded by small rural communities throughout the South. Each chapter is a 
factual record of how leadership from within the group, and group study and action 
achieved the desired result, revitalizing a whole community in the process. Not only 
concrete economic ends were achieved, but increased civic awareness, more abundant life 
resulted. The state of Virginia has been outstanding in leadership. The authors have 
made a practical contribution, not only in telling these success stories, but in anal- 
yzing the effective devices for letting people know, and stimulating action. 
Ferguson, Cede MINK, MARY AND ME /// ‘> , aid 
$5290 
A book like this is likely to send people into the Canadian North Woods in 
search of adventure (and furs). No emount of stress on the hardships and dangers out- 
weighs the sense of adventure and the goodness of the life. Whether or not an actual 
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trip materializes, it is fun reading of life in the raw as the Fergusons experienced it. 
Ferguson went to the North Woods of the Mackenzie Territory in 1928 to become a trapper. 
And he makes even the succession of setting traps and gathering the yield, caching food 
and supplies, making canoe trips through treacherous rapids, summering in rude towns and 
wintering in the woods read as though there was never a dull moment. His wife shared his 
experiences- and even their baby son found it a good life. And iit is tops in reading. 








October 23 







Morrow 
$2.50 


New approach to cook books, this oonsaittiins of customs and cuisine, memories 
and meals, as the author writes of her Italian Uncle Mario and his wife and the preoccu- 
pation with the best in Italian food. Specialities of the house and the district (Alban 
Hills south of Rome), adapted to American kitchens- hunger making and stressing the crisp, 
not oily, quality of the dishes. Uncle Mario, patriarchal and richest citizen of the 
town, spurs his wife by ridicule to display her talents for his guests; he keeps peace in 
family quarrels and imposes censorship on family scandals. There are the seasons in the 
country, the stays in Rome, the traditions of the Romanita way of life. And always the 
excitement of the food in the best peasant and bourgeois tradition. A pleasant departure 


along the comestible way. 
October Zi aa 2 \e}o+ 


Roberts, Cecil -AND SO TO AMERICA Doubleday 
$3.50 
To anyone who knows the U.S.A. most of us know, this would seem as remote from 
é the realities of life as the average citizen sees it, as the most plush of Hollywood's 
versions. For Cecil Roberts, with none of the holier-than-thou snobbishness of Noel Coward, 
accepts as run-of-the-mill the Southampton, Newport, Florida, Nassau backgrounds. When he 
strayed into other social levels, one felt that he thought he was deliberately slumming. 
eco There=- with that off my chest, I concede that he took vast reaches of our country in 
his stride, that he shares his own keen enthusiasms for much we have to offer, that he 
displays vast learning- and every American would do well to absorb some measure of his 
zest for seeking the out .of the way bits of history, personal notes, and his thorough 
grounding in those figures in the American scene that link the old world with the new. 
This is largely the record of his war-time travels, lecturing and doing his share in 
making for better understanding of his own country. It is, too, an oddly lopsided picture 
of what America was like during those years, at least that small segment of American life 


he saw. 





Standen, Nika REMINISCENCE AND RAVIOLI 

































Davidson, Donald THE TENNESSEE Vol. I Rinehart 
Old River - Frontier to Secesston 43.00 


The history of the old Tennessee, circling inland, before it was subdued by the 
TVA, before the Civil War had taken its place in the river's story, this gives a picture 
of the wild, untamable waters that proved such a challenge to pioneers. It is the story 
too of international and tribal intrigue, of frontier policy, of the powerful Cherokees, 
friendly until treated too badly, of trader, squatter, settler, as the type of migration 
altered, of flatboat, keelboat, steamboat, the boatmen and outlaws, of the famous ob- 
stacles - Muscle Shoals, etc., - only conquered by modern science. With the Cherokees 
such an important factor in the river's history, their culture and fate threads its way 
through the whole book; and the various types of empires, that rose and fell, are traced 
ee together with originators; there are too the early attempts at engineering; and a full 
quote of folk culture, legends, old stories. This is the first of two volumes, the second 
coming in 1947 will carry on the chronicle to present day achievements. A tremendous 
quantity of material that is well organized and handled, and a narrative that continues 
the capable reportage of /he Rivers Of America Series.- Illus. 
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October 24 


Lewis, Montgomery LEGENDS THAT LIBEL LINCOLN Rinehart 
$2.75 

A revealing bit of research, not only in the new picture it gives of several 
facets of Lincoln, but in showing how legend grows from gossip, hearsay and slipshod use 
of source material. Herndon, Lincoln's law partner, is due a large share of responsi- 
bility for it was to his biography that many later biographers referred for fact and 
legend. And out of his story, the reader acquired a picture of Lincoln's poverty strick- 
en boyhood, in a rude cabin, with his elementary education gained in spite of opposition 
from an unlettered, good-for-nothing father; then of his undying love for Ann Rutledge- 
end his nagging, shrewish wife, Mary Todd Lincoln. As Lewis reexamines the records we 
get instead a father who was an average pioneer, giving his family average opportunities, 
encouraging Abe to seize every chance to better himself. We get a less romantic but 
more convincing picture of a youthful and rather fleeting romance, and a marriage which 
was happier and more complete than most. Carefully documented, this throws new light 
on Lincoln, the man. And as a piece of Lincolniana it will have a fairly predictable 
market « 


October 25 


Dreikurs, Rudolf THE CHALLENGE OF MARRIAGE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Psychological study of the present insecurity and confusion in marriage, re- 
flection, he feels, of world conditions. In commonsense vein, avoiding the extremes 
of the wholly psychiatric approach, he presents his plea for cooperation, in its broad- 
est terms, as basic to success in marriage as in any contacts. His most interesting 
sections deal with those motives underlying rejections, choices, avoidance of responsi- 
bilities. Interesting, yes- not always convincing. He feels that attitudes are more 
important than techniques, and spends only a fraction of his space on physical aspects 
of the sexual factors. He discusses such danger signals as jealousy, infidelity, sexual 
incompatability, and offers his theories of causation. He discusses, too, external 
factors, - in-laws, economic problems, the working wife, disappointments, the need for 
fresh interests, for recreation. He takes an historical view of the war between the 
sexes.’ He touches upon problems of parenthood- this is the weakest part of the book. 
In conclusion, he expresses the opinion that there is evidence of evolution towards 
equality, speeded up by the war, and the emergence of a code of new morals. 


Putnam, George Palmer DEATH VALLEY 4nd [ts Country !!|% Duell, Sloan & es 
$2.75 
A kaleidoscopic portrait of California's fabulous desert- a combination of 
_legend, anecdote~ and travelogue. There are the early Forty niners, the discovery of 
borax and how it was carted out by 20.mule teams which became a household word; settlers 
like the Lee brothers, present day characters like Scotty, fantastic figure built up by 
his own publicity stunts (not least of which was the alley cat for whose left paw he 
bought a diamond bracelet, and whose claws were manicured and painted). The book gives 
detailed description of flora and fauna that attract over 100,000 visitors during the 
season, from November lst to May lst. An informative and interesting book for the would- 
be tourist, the armchair traveler. The appendix lists tours to be made around the Valley. 


—October 28-7-— 
er v 3 & 

Cooper, Kent ANNA ZENGER ~\“ Farrar, Straus 

/ $3.75 
. A fictionized biography which would have been improved by omission of a vast 
amount of exposition, for there is a good story here. Anna Zenger, through her husband, 
founded the New York Weekly Journal- New York's first "Red" newspaper- and she fought 
for freedom of the press in days when a woman's place was in the home and few women cared. 
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There's good material on the politics of the days,- supposedly one of the first inci- 
dents of the colonists' revolt against the autocratic rule of the British governors and 
a good story concerned with the imprisonment of John Zenger on the charge of libeling 
the governor in his paper. Factual and fictional characteristics of the people involved 
in the fight are convincing, but when the author teaches rather than entertains the 
effect is not too satisfactory. Biography and fiction can be joined successfully (wit- 
ness Howard Fast and Irving Stone). But that has not been achieved here. Aimed at the 
"serious" market, the historical facts seem too flimsily backed up. 


October 28 


Wells, John & Enid THE JOB THAT FITS YOU AND HOW TO GET IT Prentice-Hall 
$3.75 
The first part of this book contains self analysis tests supposed to elicit 
information about one's abilities, personality etc. After these aptitude tests you are 
supposed to be able to determine the field for which you are qualified. In the second 
part of the book you find out how to translate those qualifications into worthwhile 
fields. The book then surveys all fields of agriculture, business, government, manu- 
facturing "new horizons", etc., indicating fields that will grow, and those that will 
remain stationary or recede. Some good material on how to make use of skills acquired 
in the armed forces. But in the main, just another book on how to fit the peg into the 


right hole. 


q 
October oh ; 
‘i. |e | ol | Dome re Th Cog 2 iS 
McCormick, Renée de Fontarce DARGEROUS APPLE Houghton, Mifflin 


$2050 

Sequel to the adventures of Simone d'Entremont ( Little Coquette, 1944) as she 
lives out the war years (1914) first in Biarritz,then Brittany, later Paris and Pictu. 
Here Simone, losing little of the gaiety, downright personality, gradually grows up, 
finds little commendable in the flirtations of her friend, Francoise, is unable to stay 
out of love with Gerard, but finally manages to stay in love with the Marquis, to the 
point of marrying him. A collection of old regime characters, of war with madcap trim- 
mings, of changes in fashions that make for a series of regional, period tableaux. The 
uncles are among those present fromthe earlier book; Papa dies, though not without 
worrying Simone about his affaires; Francoise, through Simone's contriving, gets the 
husband she wants. It marches- a bit jerkily- with light touch, outspoken dialogue on 
love and sex, and a certain amiability. 


Hall, Henry Marion THE RUFFED GROUSE and WOODCOCK WAYS Oxford 
[lLlustrated by Ralph Ray Each $6.00 or Sete $10.00 


Contagious enthusiasm for the woods and the covers and the ways of gunners 
who care more for the out-of-doors than for the bag at the day's end. In these two 
books, Hall explores the facts about the Ruffed Grouse and the Woodcock, their life 
cycle, their migrations, their nests, eggs and young, their courtship. He goes into 
questions of conservation, of breeding in captivity, of banding, in order to keep the 
records of migrations. His books are lightened with anecdotal material, experiences 
in season and out, proper equipment, gear, guns, shot and dogs. Ralph Ray has done 
eight full color plates for each volume, and ten black and whites- lovely things. After 
a dearth of sporting books, the publications of the last year have been indeed welcome. 


Haydn, Hiram fd. & Intro. THE PORTABLE ELIZABETHAN READER \2/ >. « Viking 
$2.00 
In selecting material for this "Portable" the editor has chosen verse and 
prose, essays and plays, that reflected the quality and flavor of the times and life. 
The period in many of its paradoxes, its upheaval in mass thinking, bore parallels to 
ourown, and the material included has a lively quality that makes it refreshing reading. 
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Among the authors represented are familiar names such as Donne, Hakluyt, Raleigh, Digges, 
Hooker, Ascham, Francis Bacon, Marlowe, Greville, Edmund Spenser, Sidney, Essex, Ben 
Jonson, and Shakespeare. The selections- in no case- are hackneyed. 


THREE NEW TITLES IN FIELD OF POETRY 


Tallman, Robert DOOMSDAY'S CUE (10/3) Doubleday=$2.00 

Coffin, Robert P. Tristram PEOPLE BEHAVE LIKE BALLADS (11/12) Macmi llan-$2550 2/2° 

Merriam, Eve FAMILY CIRCLE (4472) Yale-$2.50 
lo/1$ 


The Coffin collection is familiar verse celebrating the New England scenes, 
characters and memories. Sometimes his subject matter is in the past, sometimes it is 
in the present, but always it is written with facility and with a suffusing sentiment- 
ality about the now fast congealing American myth. He helps us to see New England, and 
thus a microcosm of America, as we wish to see it, and places it in pleasing black and 
white chosen views, much as the popular New England calendars do. At times one is apt to 
be impatient with this non-modern and over-idealized point of view and with the somewhat 
glib versification. Still Coffin ts one of our folk poets, even though he does not rank 
with the greatest; and he has a following who will read him with pleasure and relief, 
sharply in contrast to the feeling evoked by Robert Tallman's DOOMSDAY'S CUF.eoe Tallman 
is a young newcomer of such black pessimism and despair linked with obscurity, that he 
makes one grateful for winsome nostalgia. Tallman has felt the war; he has, himself, 
had contact with mental hospitals (whether in person or through those near to him is 
not clear), he is shrouded in disgust and fear, he is haunted by black visions. More 
than this it is impossible to decipher, though he can rhyme and versify with a certain 
skill. He lacks the ease and wit which even the young must have to face the distracted 
world. Poets should be prophetic and not backward looking. We are in the midst of mel- 
strom, but it is of little use to describe it minutely. The crown of laurel is not for 
screams of anguish, but for him who can see the present with some measure of humor as 
in FAMILY CIRCLE by Eve Merriam... With a meagre and underprivileged background of 
American city life, she has still such a slant of wit and humor for everyday scenes and 
situations, that she rises above squalor. She has a gift of irony and detachment, and 
a quick trenchant way of describing an ephemeral but very real emotion. She is not great 
but she is a woman poet of insight, wit and some charm. Archibald MacLeish in his pre- 
face gives deserved commendation, and as ephemeral volumes of verse go, hers is the best 
of the three in this group, the most original, salty and fresh. ... No one of these is 
important in the long view, nor does any one of them add to the sum total of American 
poetic tradition. (MS. Ce) 


Two Late Arrivals (Already Published) 


Garrett, Eileen J. & Lamarque, Abril MAN- THE MAKER a Age 
3 2250 

In picture sequence, the record of man's inventiveness, showing how certain 
discoveries have keyed the march of civilization. The ability to use fire; to make tools; 
the development of the wheel; the discovery of steam as a motive power; the march toward 
mass production via the assembly line; the development of undersea craft, and aerial 
flight; the internal combustion engine; the principle of the screw; the harnessing of 
electricity; the power of medicine; and- melding it all, the discovery of printing. In 
flowing text, captioning old prints, engravings, line drawings, photographs, Man-The 
Maker is presented. 


Birnbaum, Martin JACOVLEFF And Other iArtists Paul A. Struck 
De Luxe- $15.00. Trade$7.00 
‘A beautiful piece of book making, with 108 half-tone reproductions from the 
work of eight artists,- the Russian genius, Jacovleff, who deserves the emphasis Birnbaum 
has given him; Rowlandson, Beardsley, Behmer, Rackham, Struck, Anne Goldthwaite- and a 
group of artists, including Blake, who have illustrated Dante. The biographical notes 
are graphically handled, and add materially to the value of a lovely book. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Clewes, W. - SWEET RIVER IN THE MORNING - from 10/6 to 10/10 


John Day 
MoPhee, Ce = HOUSE IN BALI - from 9/5 to 9/20 


Doubleday : 
Cady & Cartmel - SHAKESPEARE ARRANGED FOR MOD@RN READING - sly $4.00 
to $5.00 
Goren, C. - CONTRACT BRIDGE IN A NUTSHELL - from $1.75 to $1.50 
Josephson, M. - STENDHAL ~- from 9/19 to 10/3: definite price $4.00 
Williams, H. & 0. - OLD AMERICAN HOUSES - from 9/5 to 9/19 
Wilson, E. - PIKE'S PE&K OR BUST - from 9/19 to ye 
Wodehouse, P. Ge - NOTHING BUT WODEHOUSE = from 9/19 to 10/24: 
definite price $2.95 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Fischer, L. - THE GREAT CHALLENGE = from 9/5 to 9/25 


Farrar, Straus 
Gibbs, W. - TELL YOUR SONS - from 9/9 to 9/27 


Macmillan 

Ainsworth, E. - EAGLES FLY WEST - from 8/22 to 10/15 

Barber, E. 0. = THE WALL BETWEEN - from 8/20 to 9/10 

Bellairs, G. - DEATH IN THE NIGHT WATCHES - from 10/2? to 12/3 

Bentley, P. - THE RISE OF HENRY MORCAR = from 9/24 to 12/3 

Bishop, Ce = BY WAY OF WYOMING - from 10/?? to 11/5 

Brink, C. - HARPS IN THE WIND - from 10/?? to 12/3 

Clawson, J. = PSYCHOLOGY IN ACTION = definite date 10/29 

Cohen, 0. Re = DANGEROUS LADY - from 9/17 to 11/5 

Daniels, J. = FRONTIER ON THE POTOMAC = from 9/24 to 10/29 

Delacour & Mayr - BIRDS OF THE PHILIPPINES - from 10/7? to 8/27 

Qwing, Ae Cs = THE INDIVIDUAL, THE STATE AND WORLD GOVERNMENT - 
from 10/7? to 1947 Spring | 

Greer, Ge - YOUR CITY TOMORROW = from 10/7? to 1/14/47 

Harbage, A. = AS THEY LIKED IT = from 10/?? to 1/14/47 

Hardy, Me - TATOOSH - definite date 10/1 

Havighurst, Wo - LAND OF PROMISE = from 10/7? to 11/26 

Hilton, J. - SONORA SKETCH BOOK = from 10/?? to 1947 Spring 

Holbrook, So = LOST MEN OF AMERICAN HISTORY - from 9/24 to 10/22 (J) 350 & 

Jaeger, E. - EASY CRAFTS - from 10/7? to 1947 Spring 

Koestler, Ae - THIEVES IN THE NIGHT - from 9/2? to 10/8 

Maynard, T. - COLLECTED POEMS - from 10/2? to 12/3 

Mytinger, C. - NEW GUINEA HEADHUNT - from 10/2? to 11/26 

Overholser, W. D. - BUCKAROO'S CODE = from 10/7? to 1947 Spring 
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PRICE, DATE AND TITLE CHANGES - Cont'd. 


Macmillan - cont'd. 


Sherman, H. C. = FOOD AND HEALTH - from 10/7? to 11/19 377 
Soljak, P. Le = NEW ZEALAND - from 10/7? to 9/3 377 
Stefansson, V. - NOT BY BREAD ALONE - definite date 9/10 320 
Tate, Ge He He = MAMMALS OF EASTERN ASIA - from 10/7? to 1947 Spring 378 
Vazakas, B. = TRANSFIGURE) NIGHT - definite date 10/1 378 
Winter, S. K. - BEYOND THE GARDEN GATE - from 10/2? to 11/26 359 


Prentice-Hall 


Huber & Rogers - THE COMPLETE SKI MANUAL - from 9/16 to 9/23 (J) 350 & 337 
Random House 

Healy & McComas,#fds,. - ADVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE - from 8/23 to 8/26 183 

Morley, Ce, = kd.. 2 MURDSR WITH A DIFFERENCE - from $2.50 to $2.75 362 


Simon & Schuster 


Blankfort, M. = THE WIDOW-MAKERS - from 10/7? to 10/25 359 
Brand, Me - ALBERT SEARS - from 9/25 to 1947 : 309 
Churchill, W. - SECRET SESSION SPEECHES - from July to 8/22 219 
Cox, J. = THS JOURNEY THROUGH MY YEARS - from 10/?? to 11/21 379 
Halsey, M. - COLOR BLIND = definite date 9/20 372 
Haycraft, He, =£d.. - THE ART OF THE MYSTERY STORY = from 10/22 to 11/14 379 
Kersh, Ge = THE WEAK AND THE STRONG - from 9/2Q +o 10/10 310 
Low, De = YEARS OF WRATH - definite date 8/20 ~ (C) 266 
Moore, J. - THE FAIR FIELD = from 9/12 to 11/18 334 
Simon, H.,-Ed.- = A TREASURY OF GRAND OPERA - oe to 9/27 372 
Stauffer, D. - THE SAINT AND THE HUNCHBACK = from 9/26 to 11/26 310 
Wolfert, H. - NOTHING IS A WONDERFUL THING = from 9/3 to 9/16 216 


Viking Press 


Gibbs, N. - END OVER END - postponed to 9/ 
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PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 
for your 


HOLIDAY BOOK LISTS 


Sound promotion and advertising will prove an important factor in maintain- 
ing your level of wartime book business. The holiday season will be here before you 
know it, and now is the time to plan for it. Personalized book lists such as you'd 
like to prepare yourselves tf you had the time are wise investments in good will, 
your best bid for your customers' attention. Our HOLIDAY BOOK LISTS approximate, as 
closely as possible, that type of list. Many of our subscribers, both bookshops and 
public libraries, use these lists year after year. 


The format will be similar to previous lists (send for a sample if you 
don't remember). We are using white stock with Christmas green ink this year. The 


selection of titles will include about 150 books in all fields, books you are reason- 
ably sure to have on hand, arranged under classifications. Sy 


0 
Paper is still at a premium. Our printer mst a ahead what we shall 
need, so we are closing our order book as of September » in this office. We 
realize that means an immediate decision on your part, but we hope you can reach 
- that decision now. You will have the Holiday Book Lists by Children's Book Week. 
We have been warned that costs are unpredictable. We hope to keep the 
price to you as close to last year's price as possible. The following price scale 
is what we estimate the costs will be. Please use the form at the bottom of the 
page for orders. 
For orders less than 500 $4050 per 100. Imprint charge extra.: 
From 500 to 1000 - $4.00 per 100. Wo charge for 3-line imprint. : 
From 1000-5000 - $32.00 per 1000. Wo charge for imprint. - 
From 5000 up $30.00 per 1000. Vo charge for imprint. 
Matching envelopes $1.50 per 100 (approximte) 


Express or Parcel Post extra. 
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HOLIDAY BOOK LIST occ eccccccceveccesqiantity Char ge COccccccccccccccecccrscssecsees 


Metchine envelopes. oreeeoeesesese eo Quantity 


Imprinted as follows: (three line imprint - please).No charge on quantities over 500. 
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BULLELAIS from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sy 38 Bank Street 


Vole XIV September 1, 1946 


JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No.: 16 
in collaboration with Nina Schneider 
PICTURE BOOKS 


Latham, Barbara PERRITO'S PUP Knopf 
$1.25 


With brief captions opposite full page pictures are traced the adventures of 
a pup who tried to make friends with an older dog- and failed, and of how the pup went 
about the process of growing up into dogdom. Line and two color pictures by the author 
have a friendly quality that will appeal to the youngest. (9/12) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Koehler-Broman, Mela & WHEN GRANDMA WAS A LITTLE GIRL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Smith, Ingrid $1.00 


Stereotyped text along the routine lines of a Swedish Grandma being just like 
today's little girl who had dolls, who washed, baked and "did" for them. Small child- 
ren never seem to tire of this pattern, but this seems particularly uninspired. There is 
lots of color in the pictures of the dolls and of Stina, their little girl mother, but 
that's not enough to redeem the book from mediocrity. Board, cloth backing. (Publ.) 


Flory, Jane THE HIDEAWAY DUCKLINGS Grosset & Dunlap 
$50 

A lot for the money, but there's a sameness about this type of story and 
pictures that elicited from one three year old the comment, "I have two-free same books 
at home". A mother duck's search for her ducklings is an excuse for lots of pleasant 
barnyard animals and for a surprise (?) ending, when they turn up in the duck pond. 
Conventionally appealing kittens, puppies, squirrels, calves and bunnies tumble about. 
Board cover. Attractive merchandise. (Publ.) 


Weil, Lisl JACOBLE TELLS THE TRUTH Houghton, Mifflin 

| $085 

A little book about a green flying rabbit, an imaginative, humorous little tale 
with brief text and lots of colored drawings. The humor of the drawings coats the moral 
pill, for this old folk tale is used to demonstrate the dangers of prevarication. Good 
merchandise value = and some folk tale story telling value as well. Cloth. (Publ. ) 


Misch, Robert Jay AT DADDY'S OFFICE Knopf 
$1.50 
The Roger Duvoisin pictures are a disservice to what would otherwise be a good 
idea for a book. Every small boy and girl likes to be taken to Father's office to see 
what goes on all day. The text, in this book, is highly simplified, and none-the-less 
adequate to the purpose of the book, but the pictures seem stilted and unappealing. 
Duvoisin has done so much better that this is a disappointment. (9/12) 


Corcos, Loris JONATHAN BANGS SAID "NO" Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
$1.00 


Two year olds who use "No" to the exclusion of other words will get acquaint- 
ed with animals that have only one "word" in their language, but a number of favorite 


~-418- 











September 1, 1946 Picture Story Books, cont'd. - ~419- 


friends who can and do say "Yes" and "Certainly". Who knows= maybe it will take. The 
gay pictures are easy and lirht, though neither handsome nor impressive. A good, sound 
fun book at a low price, and two and three year olds find it enticing. Boards. (Publ.) 


Berry, Erick A PRETTY LITTLE DOLL : Oxford 
$1.00 
This would be easier to like if the "pretty little doll" of the title were not 
so very far from being “pretty”. This is the story, in pictures and text, of a rag doll 
that didn't like to be cuddled and that thought she'd like to be almost anything else. 
Again a hackneyed pattern, applied to a new object, but without much to recommend it other- 
wise. Erick Berry has «= in this book- lost the touch she had in books like One String 
Fiddle and Humbo, the Hippo and some of her earlier picture story books. The use of 
varying colored stock adds nothing to the aesthetic values. (Publ.) 


Sterling, Helen THE HORSE THAT TAKES THE MILK AROUND Franklin Watts 
a 
~1.50 
* Marjorie Hartwell pictures in full color follow the nocturnal routine of a small 


town milk wagon horse on his rounds, and they scarcely need the verse text which accompan- 
ies them. The verse has a good lilt and sense of rhyme, but there's some pretty lame 
scansion. This probably wont bother the young fry who will like the idea of knowing some 
of the things that go on while they sleep, as the horse meets the station master and the 
policeman and the watchman; as milk is delivered at the schoolhouse and the dining stand; 
as the early morning vegetable truckman hands out a carrot, and the postman and the sheriff 
and the market woman greet the friendly horse. And finally, as the horse and his owner go 
back to the milkman's farm. Good merchandise- wonderful value at this price. Should sell 
like hot cakes. (10/1) 


BOOKS TO. READ-ALOUD (5 to 10) 


Eastwick, Ivy 0. FAIRIES AND SUCHLIKE Dutton 
with Decie Merwin's pictures $1.50 


I doubt whether even children who like fairy tales will like a whole book of 
poetry devoted to fairyland. Imported from England, but it scarcely seems worth the trip. 
Reputedly "sparkling" words about the merry-derry, fairy men, out a-snaring mortals down 
in Ragwort Meadow, all done with self-conscious quaintness. An occasional bright spot 
doesn't offset Little Lost Brother, taken for good by the pixies. (Publ.) 


Self, Margaret Cabell CHATTER CHAT STORIES Dutton 
$1.75 
Children will find the people of Chitter Chat very amsing. The fisher boy who 
solves such intricate problems as how to free the baker's coat from the door jamb is as 
delightful as the Sage who speaks once in 24 hours, and the widow with eleven children. 
Generous laughs and humorously*elegant illustrations. Cloth binding- and 72 pages of 
just the right reading aloud at bed time. Pictures by Virginia Grilley. (Publ) 


Norling, Jo POGO'S LETTER Holt 

nd 

gl.025 

This time the story of paper making forms the background of another of these 

popular fact books in story form, as John and his dog further their investigations. The 
story follows the previous books, but paper manufacturing is not so close to child in- 
terest as planes and trains, for instance, and, while it is clear and informative for 
the inquiring child, it seems a bit on the dull side. Pictures by Ernest Norling. (Publ.) 
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Brock, Emma L. THE BIRDS' CHRISTMAS TREE Knopf 
y 
$1.25 

* So many children who live away from cities are familiar with suet baskets and 


bird trays and the variety of birds that, even in winter, gather around. This is a story 
built around the happenings as the chickadees and the nuthatches, the sparrows and the 
blue jays, the cardinals and the woodpeckers get their winter feedings, and store away 
some choice tidbits only to find them buried in snow. Then comes Christmas and the spec- 
jal treasures on the birds' Christmas tree. A nice idea,with lots of factual bits about 
the birds in a simple story. The end papers give bird notes; the illustrations have ereat 
charm and a decorative quality as well. Stocking book for holiday giving. (9/12) 
















Gottschalk, Fruma- retold by THE RUNAWAY SOLDIER And Other Tales of Old Russia Knopf 
32.50 
Folk tales from childhood memories, here retold for American children. There 
are some that bear close parallels to old favorites, with just an extra twist or a differ- 
ent slant (such as a Russian Hop-o-my-Thumb). They are simplified in the telling for 
five to seven year olds. And they have full measure of kings and nobles, peasants, and 
animals, rewards for virtue and punishment for wickedness. Humorous drawings in line, 
with full pages in decorative flat color by Simon Lissim. (9/12) 





Benchley, Belle J. SHIRLEY VISITS THE ZOO Little, Brown 
$1.50 
Photographic story fact book, based on the San Diego Zoo to which Shirley and 
her father go frequently. They know all the animals, and fiveeyear old Shirley learns 
to know and love all kinds of animals. (9/25) 


Delafield, Clelia MRS. MALLARD'S DUCKLINGS Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
wt th Leonard Wersg%rd pictures $2.00 


This is the third wild duck book this season, but Leonard Weisgard's full color 
sporting prints lend distinction even to a mediocre text. Mr. and Mrs. Mallard build 
their nest and hatch their ducklings. They learn about the dangers that threaten them. 
Some will regret the artist's departure from more modern fields for the lush pastures of 
romantic decor, but the results are gorgeous and have sales appeal. Full color process 
for 12 pages (suitable for framing). Cloth binding. (Publ.) 


Sechrist, Elizabeth Houghe-é£d. - ONE THOUSAND POEMS FOR CHILDREN Macrae-Smith 
$3.00 
* This is a book for every nursery bookshelf, for family use, for reading aloud 


and for personal adventures in poetry. There are innumerable precious small collections, 
but one big omnibus volume is a goldmine that no little book can be. The classic Roger 
Ingpen volume of fifty years ago is here revised, for the second time, 400 outmoded poems 
removed, 400 new poems added, some revisions in arrangement under age groups, some changes 
in classification, and cross indexing under author, title, first lines. A priceless 
collection which met almost every test of inclusion I gave it. The illustrations by 
Henry C. Pitz aro for the greater part half titles and head and tailpieces, done in his 
familiar and skillful line. Here's an important book for public and private libraries, 
and sood merchandise for bookshops and department stores. ( Publ.) 


Credle, Ellis JOHNNY AND HIS MULE Oxford 
$1050 

Johnny bought himself a mule for a nickel and then discovered why it was so 

cheape That mule was a balky mule. It took the advice of all the school children and 
the teacher to get the mile started, Dut Johnny's father- back in the mountainse found 
a way to make that mule work. Illustrated with photographs of the Great Smokies, taken 
by Charles Townsend. (Publ. ) 
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Salminen, Esther GOD'S FIRST CHILDREN Roy 
$2200 

A charming retelling of Old Testament stories, in which the author has made a 
commendable attempt to motivate the stories with concepts expressed so that the child 
will find them nearer his comprehension. Sweetness and gentleness are stressed rather 
than grandeur and irrevocability of the original Hebrew concept. Two Swedish artists, 
Kaj and Per Beckman, have illustrated the text with originality and distinction, and a 
gay sense of color. (The stories chosen include Adam and Eve, the story of Lot, Isaac 
and Rebekah, Jacob and Esau, Joseph the dreamer, Joseph in captivity, Joseph and Benja-~ 
min, @ Pharoah's daughter and Moses, Moses takes his people out of Egypt, Samuel serves 
in the temple, David comes to Saul, David and Goliath, David becomes a king, Solomon 
builds a temple, the Israelites are sent to Babylon, Daniel in the lions' den, the 
Israelites once again return to their homeland.) (Oct.) 3) 


Crespi, Pachita GIFT OF THE EARTH Scribner 
fh 
$1.25 
A Costa Rican author-artist writes another story of her own people, a story of 
peasants this time, and of how a farmer unearthed an Indian grave doll just in time to 
lay it as a gift before the Christmas manger. Into this story is woven much of the 
simple everyday round of life in » peasant family. Stocking book- board covers. (Publ.) 


Martin, Bill & Bernard LITTLE SQUEEGY BUG Tell-Well -Press 
$1.00 

I came across this book some months ago in the Southwest, where it was selling 
vigorously throughout the Kansas, Louisiana, Texas area. It's not a book that librarians 
will feel adds to the prestige of their shelves,but apparently the children like the 
story of the plain little old squeegy bug who became a firefly, with silver wings woven 
by a spider and a lantern from the Milky Way hung to his tail. Pictures in flat color 
and line throughout the text. Straight merchandise values. (Publ.) 


Robinson, Tom GREYLOCK AND THE ROBINS 7 Viking 
Pictures by Robert Lawson $2.00 


Beautiful as this book is, I don't think it will be as successful as the pre- 
decessors issued by either author or artist. And yet the combination should be irresist- 
ible. Tough-skinned children will like it but some of the tender-hearted will be con- 
cerned over the dramatizing of the warfare between birds and cats. The text tells of 
the parent robins teaching Junior to fly; of. how Junior fell off the clothesline, right 
in the line of vision of Greylock the cat; and of how the mother robin succeeded in 
deflecting Greylock from his cruel intent. Lawson has done illustrations with an en- 
tirely new technique for him. I prefer his old style, with his meticulous crispness 
of line technique, to these rather plush pictures in full color. (Publ.) 


Hahn, Emily CHINA A TO Z Franklin Watts 
Illus.. by. Howard Baer $1.50 


A picture book of the Chinese way of life, with the alphabet aspects of second- 
ary importance - and artistically one.of the loveliest books of the season. On warm 
yellowish tinted stock there are glowing, decorative- as well as illustrative- panoramas 
of market placé and school room, of roadside, and city streets, of people of all ages 
in the daily round of activities. The text consists of verses illustrating the pictures, 
rather than the reverse, and using, consecutively, the letters of the alphabet, which 
are picked out in contrasting color, capital letters and small letters. There's a 
recognition value to some extent, but the words and the conceptions are beyond the 
understanding of the average child at the alphabet book level. Words like amah and 
kang, for example. A lot of facts about China emerge, effortlessly, and their authe 
enticity is vouched for by the author and illustrator combination. The author needs 
no introduction; the artist was attached to the navy as official illustrator, and visited 
China among other places. A beautiful book which should sell well. (10/1) 
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Risner, Helen Geller THE LITTLE BOY WHO DID NOT KNOW WHY Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
$1.00 
Good primer material in interest and reading level for first year readers. 
The simple story, liberally illustrated by Marian Cannon in line and two colors, tells 
of a small boy who was puzzled over his failure to make friends with the cocker across 
the street, until he found he'd been calling him the wrong name. Boards. ( Publ.) 


THS PET SHOW Oxford 
$1.50 
Next step up in reading (second year, but with enough repetition so that an 

advanced first year reader could cope with it)- this is a rather routine story of how a 
group of children organized a pet show with their pony, dog, kitten, duck and canary- 
and how each pet won a ribbon. Pictures by Robb Beebe have good sales appeal. (Publ.) 





Beebe, Catherine 





STORY BOOKS ‘FOR 8 to 11 





Cote, Phyllis THE PEOPLE UPSTAIRS Doubleday 
$2.00 
Pleasant family story, as Judy Macdonald, member of a large family, manages to 
lay the groundwork for the stage career on which she has set her heart. She manages to 
get the local elocution teacher and his wife to be "the people upstairs". She convinces 
her reluctant grandpa that stage people are nice. And when the people upstairs wanted 
to move, she found them another place. (Wouldn't she be popular in New York City!) The 
author has a nice feeling for the happy intensity of her small heroine. Illustrated by 


the author. (9/19) 


Urmston, Mary MYSTERY OF THE FIVE BRIGHT KEYS Doubleday 
$2.00 
The four young Allens and their parents had spent most of their lives travel- 
ling from town to town, following the father's work. Now they planned to settle down 
and were anxious to find friends and put roots down. But the house they bought had 
five brass keys, all missing. A mystery story, but not too tense, with plenty of every- 
day adventure,- girls, boys, dogs, friends. Junior Guild. (Oct.) 
7 
Wood, Eileen AIRPORT SUMMER Holt 
$2.00 
Summer at a small airport is a small boy's dream. The realization of that 
dream, for one small boy, the fun he had, the things he learned, and the adventures that 
came his way are the stuff of this air-minded book scaled for the eight to ten level. 
Good material and a substantial story. A small "plot" to ruin the airport, adds some 









suspense to the general talk of model-building, contests, flights and pilots. (10A¢0) 12/77 


Hoffman, Eleanor THE ®OUR FRIENDS Macmillan 
$2.00 
Christmas Eve in Puerto Rico had grave possibilities for Pepe the pig, Bonito 
the parrot, Esmeralda the hen and Nina the dog = possibilities that might satisfy the 
appetites of the family but seriously impair their own. For to be eaten is a serious 
matter. The four friends make their get-away in a shiny limousine. These unusual 
traveling companions have many unusual adventures - all of them fun. Kurt Wiese 


pictures add to the gaiety. (10/3)~ Wy 


Phelps, Margaret ANTELOPE BOY Macrae=Smith 
32.00 
Jouble list this for reading aloud. It is a collection of stories about 
Indians, of various tribes as they live in the world today. The title story is a story 
of a proud Hopi lad who wants to learn what the white man can teach of painting. The 
tribal chief disapproves of the Hopi "fraternization" and ejects the boy from the clan, 
but Antelope Boy wins his approval. Interesting content material on the blend of two 
cultures. Illustrated by Ann Eshner in reds and blacks. (9/23) ,// 4 
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Stall, Dorothy CHUKCHI HUNTER Mor row 
$2200 
* North meets South, as Ankat, a Chukchi boy who lives near the top of the world 


on the eastern tip of Siberia, meets a Russian trader who brings new ideas and new de- 
vices to the sea=hunters who have lived their own culture for unknown years. Ankat is 

a brave loyal boy that any boy would like as a friend. He and his father are determined 
to have the outboard which some of their tribesmen approve and which others regard as 
evil. Adventures follow one another with satisfying speed, and Ankat at last joins the 
rrown men in an excitine walrus hunt. Good story, well told; a rewarding action and 
background book for that difficult age level. Illustrations by George I. Mason combine 
fact and decorative qualities which enhance the text. (9/11) 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8-11's 


Leeming, Joseph TOY BOATS TO MAKE AT HOME Appleton-Century 
$2.00 

The author of several how-to-do-it books with an interested and unhackneyed 
idea. He tells what is needed in tools and material for a fleet of simple, enjoyable 
boatse The directions are for boats that can be floated in a tub, on a small pond, or 
even a large puddle. Paper, scissors and little splints of wood are popular materials 
because of their availability. More elaborate boats are rainy day work, as bits of 
wood, string, tacks, snips of tin emerge with possibilities as ferries, tugs, subs and 
PT boats. An easy, workable book with pictured directions that are easy to read and 
follow, by Jessie Robinson. A practical book for long term sale. (Publ.) 


Baer, Marian WITHOUT FIRE ey: 
~1lo29 

A good, simple experiment book on Air, Water, Gravity, and Balance, by an 
author with three similar books to her credit. The experiments are workable with simple 
materials, and are brief enough to sustain the interest of seven years and up. Illus- 
trations by Frederick T. Chapman were not submitted with the galleys, but frontis decora- 
tion seems to indicate pood clear line drawings. This book shares the wealmess of many 
young science books in that it makes almost no attempt to relate the experiments to 
everyday activities of the child. The science minded youngster will follow through, but 
the casual reader will not be tempted to try. (10/10) 


FICTION- t2 to 15 


White, Robb THE LION'S PAW Doubleday 
$2.00 
* A sensitive, wellewritten story of two children, Nick and Penny, who escape 


from an orphanage and help Ben, a boy who refuses to accept the status of an orphan. 
The three sail away on Ben's father's ship to the Gulf of Mexico, in search of an elus- 
ive shell, the lion's paw. They find Ben's missing father, who has been rescued from 
the Japs; they discover the shell they are seeking; and they build a wonderful mutual 


-relationship. There's a bit of the Arthur Ransome feel in the sound atmosphere, food 


sailing and alive, likable children. Junior Guild. (10/5) 


Sperry, Armstrong THE RAIN FOREST Macmillan 
$2.00 
« The Rain Forest of Papua has a treasure that a few seek,- The King of Saxony 


Bird of Paradise. The young white boy, with a native guide, sets out to find his father 
who is deep in the forest, Pygmy cannibals, pythons, an eerie atmosphere, sensitivity to 
the unusual environment, and good values distinguish this book from the average tropical 
adventure story. Local native gendarmes, colorful characters, go through brush and 
jungle thicket to get their man, which, in this case, turns out to be an entire pypmy 


settlement. Interesting background for a good yarn. "(1a /22) Hse 947 3 fi 
3 fi 
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Staffelbach, E.H. TOWARDS OREGON cae = 
$2250 

The thrilling story of westward expansion under the dashing Capt. Bonneville, 

who helped open the way to the Pacific and made settlement possible, is the background 

for the story of the young American-French nobleman whose family was exterminated by 

royalists of the "other" party. With the aid of his loyal dog, he captures the killers. 

Gruff, manly stuff with plenty of hunting, fishing, lost members of the party, shooting 

matches with such stuff as Kit Carson and in general the great outdoors. Love of country. 


Good background= good story for High School level. (10f2ry |)! 4 


Harkins, Philip LIGHTNING ON ICE Morrow 

$2.00 
* A welcome departure in sports fiction - there's been no hockey story for a 
long time. Jack Taylor's rise from an awkward eighth grader to triumphant captain of 
the hockey team is a fine, straight sports story with good values. But, this book goes 
on where others stop. The future of the champ skater is of concern to the coach who 
hopes to make money out of him, and to an elegant Harvard graduate who is offering 
scholarships to raise his own prestige. The boy really wants to be an engineer, but he 
is caught up in the glamour which has no future. Hard thinking and hard talking help 
point the values for Jack who eventually decides to study and work at something based 
on more than ice. Hockey is relegated to the place the sport deserves in his life- 
pleasant games with friends. Good characterization, and much needed good sense. Well- 
written, plenty of action and sustained interest. (10/23) 


Gordon, Patricia ROMMANY LUCK Viking 
$2.00 

Orlando, a gypsy boy of Elizabeth's England, returned from a fishing excursion 
to find his whole family and tribe gone. He learns that they have been jailed by the 
local lord, in accordance with a royal decree banning gypsies from the land. How he 
eludes capture and finally obtains an audience with Queen Elizabeth through a friendly 
nobleman, makes interesting and holding reading. Good colorful background of rural and 
urban England adds to the interest. Some adults may question the portrayal of gypsies 
as attractive vagabonds with a penchant for being light-fingered, and the author hastens 
to forestall such criticism by indicating that the folkways and morals of 16th century 
England were none too savory. Anyhow, it's good story telling. Illustrations by 
Rafello Busoni. (10/25) 


Jewett, Eleanore M. THE HIDDEN TREASURE OF GLASTON Viking 
$2.50 

A mystery and adventure story of medieval England, the setting the ancient 
Abbey of Glastonbury, the plot linked with the lost treasure and the Holy Grail. Two 
boys- one, the son of a nobleman involved in the slaying of Thomas a Becket, gone to 
the Holy Land to do penance, the other an oblate, who would far rather be of the world 
of chivalry than the world of monks- forma fast friendship, and stumble on the verge 
of discovery of the treasure, and are led into strange paths. The treasure of books 
themselves = @ vigorous background of period.- good story telling. Illustrated in bold 
line by Frederick T. Chapman. ( Publ.) 


VON FICTION- 12 to 15 


Lowe, Corinne QUICKSILVER BOB Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 
This is an excellent life of Robert Fulton who lived through an explosive 
historic era,- the American Revolution, the French Revolution, and Napoleon's rise and 
fall. Fulton, famous as painter, inventor and gadgeteer supreme, lived a full, active 
life. This book follows him on his travels and details many of his lesser known in- 
ventions,- the dredge, the submarine, the guns, etc. Lots of international figures 
of France, England and the United States come into these pages. Mechanically inclined 
boys will like it especially. Good reference and background book. (9/5) 





Yo 








September 1, 1946 Non-fiction- 12 to 15 cont'd. @425= 


Rands, Minnie Frost PUNKI: Her ‘Story of the Island of Java Island sande 
2200 
A young Javanese tells the story of her life as nursemaid in the family of an 
American scientist who has come to Java to work on the rubber plant disease. Punki's 
tale, which ends after a brief summary of her heroic work in the Javanese underground 
during occupation of the Japanese, serves merely as a screen through which the author 
unfolds the panorama of the Dutch colony. A few sideswipes are taken at imperialism and 


there's a plea made for Javanese independence and world cooperation. The book is rich 


in intimate details of everyday life, with particular emphasis on the botanic wonders 
of the beautiful land, but occasional didacticisms tend to make it a book for reference 
shelves rather than for general reading. Double list for upper teens. (9/25) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Mallette, Gertrude . ONCE IS FOREVER Doubleday 
$2.00 
The war has badly shattered the lives of four young people. The road back 
seemed long and hopeless until, with three other young people, they learned to work 
together at various things. In the California house available to them, they discover 
many things:- how to live together and work together and get good fun out of things. 
The author creates real people that are good without being stuffy. Mystery in Blue 
by the same author showed a good sense of plot and responsible values. This book has 
those qualities too, though the plot is more complex, the characterization more am 
bitious. (10/24) 


Pease, Howard HEART OF DANGER Doubleday 
$2.00 
Ted Moran took on a big job when he went on the mission through France to 
Paris. Rudolph Behrens, who wanted to compose music, had the hardness in him to help 
in the big fight against fascism. Together they make headway in a story that makes 
good action reading, with intolerance and fascism the foe, in an adventure story full 
of suspense and incident, complete with happy ending. Howard Pease has arrived at 
a formula that boy readers like; if we feel, sometimes, that he is more concerned 
with that formula than with the quality of his work, at least we recognize the fact 
that he holds his audience. (10/8) !0/)7 


Gollomb, Joseph TIGER AT CITY HIGH Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 

Fastemoving and incisive story about Mike Selden, a student at City High, who 
is sure he can lick the world by the proper use of charm, brains and cunning. His 
teacher and his classmates think otherwise, and the result of the conflict provides a 
very active plot, full of politics, football, journalism, and whatnot. Integrity, warm 
human relationships, human portraits of teachers, combine to make the book attractive 
to older boys, who liked the author's Up ‘At City High. (9/5) 


Orwell, George ANIMAL FARM Harcourt, Brace 
$1.75 

This modern day fable tells of the revolt on a farm, against humans, when the 
pigs take over the intellectual superiority, training the horses, cows, sheep into ac- 
knowledgement of their greatness. The old faithful followers find themselves no better 
off for food and work than they were under human rule; they learn their final debase-~ 
ment when they see their leaders carousing with their enemies. Mr. Orwell's animals 
exist in their own right, with a narrative as individual as it is apt in political 
parody. It's published for adults- it is a BOM selection- but I think a great many 
young people will find it stimulating reading, and provocative. (For full report in 
adult section, see P. 351.) (Publ.) 
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Papashvily, George & Helen YES AND NO STORIES Harper 
$2.50 

Russien Georgians have told stories over fires through the centuries. The 
Papashvilys have brought them together and in retelling them have managed to hold the 
quality of a people's literature in the molding. There's a freshness and a zest that 
makes these tales good reading for all ages interested in folk material. The illustra- 
tions by Simon Lissim have the decorative and fanciful quality engendered by the content 
of the stories. (For full report see adult list, P. 398). (10/23) 


Means, Florence Crannell GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING Houghton, Behe 
2000 
* A mature, personal story of a Negro girl's adjustment to the many problems that 
beset her in her search for a career. Love of the land, love of her family and a deep 
sense of responsibility save wild, tempestuous, pretty Lilybelle and bring her to her 
heritage of love, work and understanding. She has a hard head and warm heart and they 
serve her well. The dialect, while it gives a distinctive flavor to the book, may rouse 
some antagonism among those Negroes among the intellectuals who are going too far in 
their efforts to censor books about Negroes. Watch for this reaction. But the unusual 
background and the good story carry conviction and feeling. (Octo) |¥ 


O'Hara, Mary GREYN GRASS OF WYOMING Lippincott 
$2075 
Third in the saga of Ken McLaughlin and his filly, Flicka, and Thunderhead, 
over whom a threat persists. In this story, young Ken, after various heartbreaking 
adventures, wins through to his heart's desire, and at the close of the story, Thunder- 
head has won his race, has proved his value as a stud, and has persuaded Ken's father 
that he is the obvious successor to the ageing Banner. This is that story- and the 
story, too, of the search for the lost English thoroughbred filly, of the wilds, and 
storm, of ranches, and the people and the animals that make up the life on a Wyomin 
horse farm. The two boys grow towards manhood. (For full report, see Pe 393) (10/23) 


Boylston, Helen CAROL'ON TOUR Little, Brown 
$2.00 
Older girls will like this story of the glamorous world of the stage. Carol 
and her friends and associates tour in a Shakespearean comedy, and the whole process of 
try-outs, rehearsals, and actual performances comes alive in the book. Romantic inter- 
est and little petty griefs enough to satisfy those who demand sentimental interest.(10/10) 


De Leeuw, Adele . FUTURE FOR SALE Macmillan 
$200 
Joyce Andrews turns from college girl to career girl when her financial status 
changes. Joyce decides to turn to the business of retailing women's fashions. She learns 
and the reader glimpses, designing, styling, merchandising and other aspects of retail- 
inge An eminently desirable young man and an eminently desirable young interne take 
turns, but Joyce, too, is eminently desirable, so refuses to make up her mind - but has 
fun. Adele DeLecuw has written more than a half dozen career books and can make learn- 


ing a fascinating business. This has the ear marks of popularity. (20/1) 12/10 


Tunis, John R. THE KID COMES BACK Morrow 
$2.00 
This latest from Tunis' able pen has as hero, Roy Tucker, of The Kid from 
Tompbkinsville and World Series., Roy has been playing his: part in the serious business 
of war, and returns to face the conquest of the results of a serious back injury in a 
crash in Occupied France. The comeback is a tough proposition, out Roy conquers fear and 
wins a game besides. Sound sports writing- and Dodgers fans are a sure market, but the 
book hasn't quite the challenge of- for instance- A ‘City for Lincoln. But a competent 
job, and good baseball, as one has learned to expect from John Tunis. (10/2) 
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Burtis, Edwine Fd. -: ALL THE BEST DOG POEMS Croweli 
$3.50 
Good balance between super-sentimentality and refreshing humor. There's not 
too much saccharine in the blend, and the humor is in the safe hands of people like 
Dorothy Parker, Ogden Nash, Bur ges Johnson and others of their ilk, while Galsworthy, 
Kipling, Sandburg, Frost, are among the others who have their say on canines. Not the 
best in literature, but a book dog lovers will like. (For full report see P.408) (10/15) 


Sanderson, Ivan Tom Ad. ; ANIMAL TALES Knopf. 
$5.00 
A grand collection of fact and fiction about animals, the world around, drawn 
from science, advertising, children's books, folk talkes, short stories, and numbering 
among the contributors such people as Salten, Beebe, Waldeck, du Chaillu, Grey Owl and 
others. There's lore of all kinds, about all sorts of strange creatures. A book with 
wide appeal for all ages. Illustrated by Ivan Sanderson. (For full report see P. 406) 


(9/26) 


Finletter, Gretchen FROM THE TOP OF THE STAIRS Little, Brown 
$2.50 
Nice personal and family reminiscences by the daughter of Walter Damrosch, 
symphony conductor. Here in period, this precedes Our Hearts Were Young and Gay, but it 
has much of that quality of naive recall, added to early memories of music and musicians, 
the rigid discipline of Miss Spence's School, travel, dinner parties viewed from "the 
top of the stairs", confusion over taboos, family matters and personalities. Gentle 
plausible humor of a real age of innocence. (For full report see P. 404). (9/10) 


Ferguson, Code MINK, MARY AND ME Me S. Mill 
: $3.50 
There's a sense of adventure and the goodness of life in this picture of life 
in the North Woods of the Mackenzie Territory in 1928, when Ferguson went there to be- 
come a trapper. His wife- and later a baby= shared his experiences, and they found it 
a good life, despite the hardships and the dangers. (For full report see P.411) (10/23) 


Baker, Louise . OUT ON A LIMB Whittlesey House 
$2.00 
The year's worst title for a debonair autobiographical account of a girl who 
made a good life for herself, though she'd lost a leg in childhood. She managed to roller 
skate, swim, play tennis; she went to Europe alone, married, reported for several news- 
papers, taught, and eventually, in a second marriage, went to Arizona to live. A humor- 
ous approach to a loss which she allowed to be only physically crippling. (For full 
report see P. 407) (10/14) 


Chevigny, Hector MY EYES HAVE A COLD NOSE Yale 
$3.00 
A compelling account of one man's reorientation despite his blindness, as a per- 


son in a competitive world. In middle life he faced the knowledge of inevitable blindness - 


and then set to work to make himself independent. Perhaps the most appealing part of the 
book deals with his training with his seeing eye dog. An aware, astringent account, with 
much of interest for all ages. (For full report see P. 408) (10/15) 


‘FOR PARENTS ‘AND TEACHERS 


Self, Margaret Cabell TEACHING THE YOUNG TO RIDE Barnes 
$2.50 
* A new edition, with considerable new material of a standard book on the subject, 


by one of the outstanding teachers. Special advice on handling the timid child, on keep- 
ing intermediates interested, on advance activities, on choosing and caring for ponies. 

The book is illustrated throughout with excellent diagrams and photographs, so that mature 
younger readers could learn much without benefit of adult instruction. (Publ.) 








